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Preſs) on the ſame Errand, being upon the 


The PREFACE. 


Aving receiv 4 Aſſurance (and that 
Hand.) that a Diſcourſe lately 
entituled, Plain Engliſh, bes mer with ſome 


Ct 


Succeſs and Acceptance in the World, (more than I durft | 
have expected); I am therather encourag d to ſend theſe | 


far 


Two Plain Diſcourſes (tho' not at firſt defi 


(the one fitted to ftir up the Spirits of Reformer: the other I 
to the Mouths e Lag #4 to be Re- 
form'd ;) and intended with the ſame Sincerity, to pro- 


mote the Great and Seaſonable Work of Reformation. 


For whatever unfair and invidious ConſtruFions have 
been put upon my Meaning, by hot and prejudic d Per- 
ſons; as if I had been ſet on work by ſome little narrow 
Ends, to ſerve the deſigns of a Party, and fattiouſly to 
cavil at our preſent Conſtitution in Church or State: I 
can boldly appeal to the Searcher of Hearts ( which 
& my only * ) for the Integrity of my Intentions, 


and freedom from any ſuch undue Byaſs, and partial R- 
gards. That I had no other End in my eye, but the Glory ill 
of God, the Intereſt of Religion in general, and the Sup- 
preſſion of Vice and Prophaneneſs : In order whereto we 
ſhould undoubtedly do our utmoſt to put to ſilence the 


ignorance of fooliſh and unreaſonable men, whoſe 


Malice is level'd (under whatever ſpecious pretences ) 
againſt the power of godlineſs. 
Wherefore amidſt all the Clamor that is rais'd, and the 


ſeurrilous Invedtives that are fram d againſt me, my 


Heart (1 bleſs God) does not reproach me; but | 
can ſay with St. Paul, 2 Cor. 1. 12. My rejoycing is 
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this, the teſtimony of my conſcience, that in ſim- 
licity and godly ſincerity, not by fleſhly wiſdom, 
ut by the grace of God ; or however, by the beſt of 
wy Light, I have acted in this Affair; ſo far from de: 
ſigning to raiſe any Heats and Contentions, that my ut 
ry principal Aim was #0 allay them ; that fo we mighy 
all in this great and moſt neceſſary inſtance, with one 


| Heart and Mind gloriß God, and adorn the Goſpel of 


our Lord and Saviour Feſws CObriſt, 

And though I have been plentifully revil'd, as a Be- 
trayer and Underminer of the Church, by thoſe who 
I have reaſon to think are none of the beſt Friends to it: 
T challenge all my Adverſaries to fingle out one Sentence, 
nay, one Word in that whole, Diſcourſe, ( I'm ſure no one 
has done it yet) that meddles with, much leſs derogate: 
from any the ſmalleſt part or tittle of what is contain d 
in our Legal Eſtabliſhment. 

But when Novelties are not only brought in, but ob- 
truded upon us, without any lawful Command, or even 
bare A 3 to raiſe debates, and ſet Chriſtians to- 
gether by the Ears, and divert them from the moff 
weighty and acknowledged Duties; I think it every 
honeſt Man s part to do what he can 3 towards taking 
away the Bone of Contention, that ſo our Zeal may be 
- (ol to the proper and wortbieſt Objects, even the 
things that make for Peace, and wherewith one 
may edify another. For he that in theſe things 
ſerveth Chriſt, Rom. 14. 18. is acceptable to God, 
(rhongh not always) approved of men. 

However, ub Cenſures or Slanders ſhall make me deſiſt 


from what I know is my indiſpenſible Duty; and what 


I am as much concern d as any to ſee the ſucceſs of ; for 
all the hopes I have in this Life depend upon it, and 
muſt ſtand or fall together. 


They 


b which are born 
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Waters be ſtay d, it muſt be by King 0 
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numerous, how united ou? Entmies ae; and, what & to 

me, and: many others, the greateſt Damy, what deſperate 

Wickednefs and Prophaneneſs reigns our Forces both 


| at Sea and Land) ; in which, if our Adverſaries can 


Jurpaſs a, LY 77 bave the Legions Beelzebub 
hem ; for - ure nothing can excee what I have 


| fron 2d heard 36) fa, on this de Hel. 


And i it likely that a Bleſſing ſhould attend thoſe Arm. 
the open Enemies of God and Goodneſs? 
Can we hope He ſhoul eſpouſe Our Cauſe, till we in 


good earneſt eſ pouſe His ? Can the bare Profeſſion of the. 
Truth avail bil we hold i itin Unrigh . els? 


Or the Poſſe ſom of the Goſpel, while we are b Reproach 


fo it, and ſeem (too man) a-weary of it, and not very 
unwilling to let it go? 


What Proſpect others ma „ baue, I brow not; bat tl 4 
National Reformation be: in good earneſt ſer en foor, 


and vigorouſly purſu'd, I can ſee little likelibood that the. 


Moſt High ſhould be our Defence, or take our part 
with chem that help us. 


A 4 Some 
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Some may enpect᷑ great matters, ly caſting all that are not 


for Ceremonies, out of Publick Employments for ever, 


Church; as if Chriſt were not of the ſame Mind fil, 


as when be ſaid, My Kingdom is not of this World: 


And mathinks they ſuſpect their Intereſt in the next, who 


think tu beſt to be ſure of ſomething, (and get as fat 
theHolySacra- + 


and full 74 this as they can) by maki 
ment an eſſectual Engine of State, (an e zubich made 
of it mo where «lſe, and for which I conceive it was never 
deſign d); and by obliging all Publicans, and a Multitude 
of Sinners (for ſome ſuch. will ever be in Office whjle the 
World ſtands) upon pain of Poverty, to receive it ſo many 
times in a Year. As if the World did not lye inWick- 
edneſs, and Chriſt's were not a little Flock ; or an 
Office could confer Grace, or any have a Right to the 
Great Seal of the Covenant without it ; and conſequent- 


ly, there-were no danger of prophaning that Awfub My- 


ftery, and eating and drinking Damnation to themſelves. 


And wo be to Poor Miniſters! who muſt {6 often gi ve 
that which is Holy to Dogs, or elſe deprive the poor 
Wretches of their Livelihood, and hazard their own, by 
endleſs Proſecutions. If theſe are the beſt Methods of 


Atonement wherewith to appeaſe a juſtly-incenſed God, 
and regain his Favour, when we ſo much need it, I muſt 
weeds ſay, I very much doubt the Succeſs ; and perhaps we 
may find, when theſe Expedients are try d, For all this 
his Anger is not turned away, but his Hand is 


ſtretched out ſtill. 


And I cannot think it any of the beſt S igns, that our 


Notion of the Church is ſo ſtrangely alter d from what it 
was in the Days of our Forefathers; that the Standard 


of 


woroſſing all Places of \Worldly Profit or Honour -to the | 


of 


| 
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of it, viz. The Form of Sound Words, is in a man- 
ner laid aſide as an Almanack out of date, and rhe main 
Streſs 22 upon Points that (to ſay the leaſt) are flreign 
to it: Doctrine, and Popiſh Cere- 
monies, * which there is a near Relation, even 
the Jeſuits themſelves Judges) muſt meals. 
Proteſtant of the Church of En = when Armi- 
nius himſelf, by the beſt and 74 of our Church, has 
been ſty1'd an Enemy of the Grace of God, and bis 
Dips declared by our Parliament, 5 Car. - Capital 
Enemies to the Kingdom, 


Many of thoſe who arrogantly call themſelves the 
Church ' and by ſome Artifices are grown conſiderable 
(though not ſo — as they Mat? thought ), are 
indeed the greateſt Diſſenters from it ( whoſe Principles 
I know ) amongſt ws. For if to add and alter, be 
worſe (as im 7557 a Bolder Preſumption) than to dimi- 
niſb, certainly | hoſe who change the Doctrine, and bring 
in new Rites of their own, without any Warrant from 
Authority, are wider from the Eſtabliſh'd Church, than 
thoſe who only ſcruple two or three Ceremonies, which al 
Parties confeſs in their own nature to be indifferent: And 
tis ſtrange , that when all Wiſe Men (as every one 
knows) are not much for Ceremonies, either in or out 0 
the Church, the only Wiſe God (as they d have us be- 
lieve) ſhould be ſoexceeding fond of 'em, as to unchurch : 
all bo had as lieu let them alone, though they are not of 4 
his, but of Mans deviſing : Nay it is not enough to 
admit them, unleſs we alſo admire them, and lay the 
main ſtreſs of our Zeal upon them, even before the 
weightier Matters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, 
Faith, and Love to God and Man. 


Indeed 


Indeed the very Principle that theſe Perſons labour 
te eftabliſh as their Chief Corner-ſtotie , is, that 
Human Additions are of equal force and value (I 
wiſh many did not hold them at a much higher rate, 
and make more do about them) than Divine In- 
ſtitutions. Which Point being orice yielded ( and be 
is no Churchman, or what is worſe, 4 Low- 
Charchman, with Joe, that denies it), it -_ ſoot 

a Ga e enough for Popery to enter with H- 
ng 88 * ah Pompous Train of Fopperies 
and Formalities : For if we may add four or five 
without the Word of Command, why not 500, ben 
commanded? 


And methinks ſome People ſeem to be aware which 
way the Wind fits, and therefore to join as near to Rome 
as they can, that they may not have too large a Stride 
to ſtep over at laſt, they grumble” that our Religion 
is no more Ceremenious, and therefore muſt add ſome 
Trimmings of their own : And ſome, that our Govern- 
ment is not more Abſolute, and ſo nearer the French 
Mode , that they may not have all their Leſſon to learn 
together. And tis not unlikely they may bave one Day 
their Fill of both, and find, to their Coft, they have 
brought aYoke upon theirNecks, which neitherthey 
nor their Fathers were able to bear. This I am 
very ſure of, that the only effetual way to prevent ſuch 
an heavy Fudgment, (waving Diſputes about leſſer Mat- 
ters, which are not the Things that belong to our 
Peace) 3s, to turn unto him from whom we have 
deeply revolted; to purge the Filthineſs out of our 
Skirts; and 45 our Lord preſcribes, Mark 9. &c. Have 

Salt 
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| Salt in our felves, and have Peace one with ano- 
ther. 


. Having thus opened the deſgu of theſe Sheets, I mu 
non add ſomething in my own 9 
to clear off ola Sever beftve I degis mew. As to my for- 
mer Piece, I have heard yet no freſh Objectiont rais d. 
but only the ſame ſomewhat mes and improved. As 
to the Truth, it Wands yet unattackd. But what I can- 
not ſufficiently expreſs my ſurprize at, as if the World 
were revers d and at croſs purpoſes, e are grown 
now ( however it comes to paſs) moſs tender of the 
Honour and Majeſty of Religion, whom I'm ſure have 
leaſt to do with it. Several Perſons of Eminent Piety 
have expreſt their good liking of, and thankd me for 
that ſmall Mite I have caſt into the Corban. Bit 
it ſeems the fine People at F other end of the Town ( who 
uſe not to be over-ſtreight-lac'd ) are greatly Offended, 
that it « not Grave, and Godly enough ; I know not 
whether they mean, to Read or to Ridicule. But I 
fancy the true Quarrel x, that they like not to have their 
delicate Ears grated with harſh Truth,which are wont to 
be tickled with the ſmootheſt Flattery. TA 
I confeſs the Style it ſomewhat free, and tis the firſt 
Eſſay I ever made in that kind; and if it be guilty of 
too much Pertneſs (for Wit I dare not pretend to) it were 
better too Pert than too Dull. I know theſe Cenſurers 
care not how large a Dole of that drowly Ingredt- 
ent goes to Sermons, that they may the better Sleep or 
Talk, or be otherwiſe Diverted, while they are Preach- 
ing, and be never under any Temptation to read them: 
And Bookſellers know to their Coſt, what a Drag thcſe 
Solemn Diſcourſes are, which (as [ome handle the mat- 
ter) ſp tenderly touch the Sins of the Age, and keep - 
juc 
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ſuch a nite and decent Diſtance , that tis hard to know 


whether they are meant or not; and no one feels himſelf 
Gall d by em, nar many much Affected any way And 
therefore (as I have often obſer theſe Celebrated Per- 
formances, even before the Court and the Parliament, keep 
their Poſts Tears together on the Bookſellers Stalls, with- 
out any diſturbance. 


I conceive, upon weighty Subjects I am Serious; but 


when I have Players, Scoffers, and Rakehells to deal 


with, I don't think I owe the Devil ſo much Ref; peer, 
as to treat bim with a profound Reverence. There are 
in it, I own, ſome Ironical Paſſages ; and 'tis a-Figure 
(every one knows.) very frequent in Scripture ; and I 
dare take a liberty, for which I can produce ſo Authen- 


rick a Pattern. I'm ſure there's nothing Wicked or Immo- 


deſt to be met with; and that s perhaps the main of their 
Duarrel ; who are ſo uſed totheRibaldry and Blaſphe- 


my of the Stage, that nothing elſe is able to pleaſe them. 
Tis ſtrange, their Palates can ſo much vary; nothing tos 


Lewd for them on Saturday-Night ; and on Sunday- 
Morning, nothing Grave and Formal enough. But 
this I dare affrm, if the pretended Ligkrneſs of ſome 


Paſſages Offend them, tis not becauſe they look too like 


Jaſts, but becauſe they are True Ones. 


But there's another more heinous Crime laid to my 


Charge, in compariſon of which this is but a wenial 


Fault; viz. That I _ too Favourable to Diſſenters; 
and Moderation of late is with many a Mortal Sin, 
and what they can never heartily forgive. 


For God or for Baal, is now the Word; and to 
give any Quarter, is in their account to Deſert, To | 
this 
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/ he P Dbe ſame ſide, and in the [ame fran with 
ACh celebrated Piece, and breath'd- out 
| reatnings and Slaughter, I might like him have 
un on as much as 8 and there had been no harm 
ne; but to ſpare the Amalekites, z the unpardonable 
| >; cus; and no leſs than High-Treaſon againſt the 
urc | | BY 


Now I muſt confeſs that Malice was never any Arti- 
cle of my Faith, nor part of my Religion; nor can I 
think it my Duty, (while that Declaration is in force, 
1 Joh. 3. 15. He that hateth his Brother, is a mur- 

derer) on any ſuch account to Hate or Hurt my Brother, 
or wiſh him any otherwiſe than my ſelf. Eſpecially ſuch 
whoſe Faith i ſound, and ſounder than many who would 
make the Church their own Monopoly, even according 
to their own ſubſcribed Scheme; and I think their Con- 
verſation not leſs Strict and Blameleſs : And what cauſe 
have I to fall out with them, when God has commanded 
me to live peaceably with all men, eſpecially ſuch 
as are of & houſhold of faith? 


Tho' if it were ever ſeaſonable to jangle upon vhe 
account of ſome different Modes of Worſhip, when the 
Object, End, and Subſtance is the ſame ; tis not, J 
am ſure, at this time of day, when All is at ſtake, and 
we muſt fink or ſwim together; when * may 
help to over-ſet the Veſſel, but aan never ſecure it. But 
ſome are of the ſpiteful Man's Mind in the Fable ; who 
ſo be might but ſee his Enemies End of the Ship Sink 
firſt, care not how ſoon after all went to the Bottom. 


Before I conclude, I muſt retract s Paſſage or Two, 
wherein I might ſeem to charge our Spiritual Courts with 
700 
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foo much Remiſneſs ; but they have fe "oo 
under fand, That they can be Severe ( 
their time ), and that to Extremity. _ 


I have 4 in the 
Mind to with, 


Three of the Year, which is more 
the Law requires; and becauſe I am forc'd to 
Vindication, I may venture to ſay, I not only performs the 


an 1 by rea- 
fon of my Charge in Town, tu duly ſuppiy d by a ſtated 
Aſſiſtant ; and 4 Itboug ht my Jeff out reach of their 
Reſentment. But Uh came our, there 


bappen d an Archdeacon's Viſitgtion, which I could not 


be at; and though my Aſiſtant acquainted them, that 1 


was detaind in London, where I had but very lately 
Buried my Father ; and was withal oblig d to attend 2 
Chapter there; and tis near 60 Miles off : Yet all would 
wot ſerve. A Young Gentleman ( who it ſeems bas the 
Power of Church-Cenſures, and\the Rule of the Mini- 
ſtry; Commiſſary, or Official, or Chancellor they call bim, 
ſome Foreign Term that I never met with from Gene- 
ſis to Revelations) was pleas'd to Suſpend me; and for 
the greater Solemnity, in Open Court to declare me Suſ- 
pended ; and the Country-People, who do not underſtand 
their bard Terms, bad got it by the end, that I was 


Ex- | 


and did at length Atcept with; 
ome relunctamce): I reſide upon it near Two Parts in 
by above half than 


my own 
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Excommunicated. An Hardſhip which I challenge all 
the Proteſtant Churches in Chriſtendom to Match ; 
nay, 1 doubt whether the Pope's Clergy is ever inſulted 
by their Haughty Superiors at the ſame Tyrannical rate. 
But Popiſh Tyranny, and Popiſh Trappings would make 
our Church in ſome Men's Opinions the Glory of the Age. 
I have been preſent at many Viſitationt, ( nay, have 
ſcarce miſs d 4 in 10 Years) and obſerv'd what has paſt ; 
I have known half the Clergy abſent , ( eſpecially on 4 
Rainy-day); nay, ſome that in Five Years time have not 
once appeared; but never any ſuch thing done, or ſo 
much as threaten'd: So far from this, if twere one well 
Benefic d, and of the Right Stamp, the Anſwer was, 
J hope he's Well; pray, my Humble Service to bim. 
. But if a Man be tainted with Moderation, the great- 
eſt Afﬀronts and Indignities are too good for bim. If 
ths be not Lording it over the Lord's Heritage, I know 
not what is. But they are much miſtaken, if they think 
T bad not counted my Coſt, before I reſolv d to * 
Plain Engliſh. I loo d for no Quarter, but all the 
Wrongs and Oppreſſions that a prejudic d Party, that is 
Gall d with Truth, can offer : And I know thoſe Courts 
are not ty d to the dull Formality of Furies. And if 
they will further wreſt my Benefice from me, I ſhall not 
tug hard ; for the leſs I have, the leſs I am to account 
for: And I care not how light I pals through the World : 


But this is my Comfort in all, The Will of the Lord 
be done. 


— — 
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The Author being at a Diſtance from the Preſs, 


the Candid Reader is deſired to excuſe ſome Faults 
that may have eſcap'd. 
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P R O V. 29. 24. 


Whoſo is Partner with a Thief hateth 
his own Soul: he heareth Curſing, and 
Be mra yeth it not. dats 


HE reaſon why I have pitch'd upon this 

| Text ar preſent, which ſeems to lye 
ſomewhatour'of the way, and has pers 

haps by very few been eicher well-heeded, of 
rightly underſtood ; is becauſe it lays before us 
a Duty, (aud a very weighty. binding Duty) which 
not one in an Hundred ſeems to be aware of; 
and acquaints us with a Sin {and a great one too 
let me tell you) which moſt People fancy to be 
none at all, (or ſure they could not fit to eaſie 
under the Guilt of it) and that is co hear Cur ſing 
or Swearing, and not betray it; Or to ſpeak the 
fame thing ſomewhat more largely in other words, 
do hear God diſhonour'd, I may tay Blafphenrd ; 
Publick Authority Detpis'd ; the Law both of 
God and Man impudently Broken; and take ns 
further notice of it, but let thz Offender go 
Unpuniſh'd, Unreprov'd, aud by that very 
meins reer. 125 
And this I thought the rather necaful to inſiſt 
on, becauſe we have a Task cryoined us by 
B Au- 


2 The Duty of Admoniſbing Sinners. 


Authority, a Quarterly Task to read in your Ears, 
the Senſe both of Prince and Parliament; i. e. | 
| the Powers which are on Earth, to whom we are 
| bound to yield Obedience nor only for Wrath but 
alſo fer Conſtience ſake ;, and yet as Matters go 
with us for ought I can ſee to no manner of pur- 
poſe, whereby *tis become a meer piece of For- 
mality, a ſolemn Trifle, an uſeleſs Impertinence, 
and the ready way to make us and them fall into 
Conrempt. And all becauſe Men cannot lee the 
| Wood tor Trees, will not be made to diſcern a 
Duty when it is ſet ſo plain before them that he 
may run who reads it, while every one ſhifts it oft 
from himſelf; one ſays tis none of my Buſineſs, 
and another none of mine; and ſo by conſequence 
no one's at all. And thus we are come to ſuch 
a paſs, that all Authority, Divine and Humane, 
has loſt its force with us, and there is not (it 
ſeems) power enough now in Being, to hinder 
a Vile Wretch from Blaſpheming thoſe Holy Names 
whereby we are called, and expect Salvation, ar 
which the Pillars of Heaven tremble and are aſtoni- 
ſhed, and the Devils themſelves are ſtruck with 
Dread and Amazement, In a word, like the 
Unjuſt Judge in the Parable, we ſeem to ſet up 
for Libertines, neither fear God nor regard Man, 
and own Allegiance, and pay Suit and Service to 
none but the Devil. | 
That what comes to your Ears only in the name 
of God, and by order from him ſhould ſignifie 
but little, is no News, nor (the Nature and Pre- 
ſeut State of Man conſider'd) much to be wonde- 
red at; for the Carnal mind is enmity to God, and 
x not ſubject to the Law of God nor indeed can be. 
— Bur 
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The Duty of Admoniſhing Sinners. 3 
But tis ſomewhat ſtrange, and unaccountable, 
how the Commands of Humane Authority come 
to be ſunk ſo low with us, and ſo little regarded; 
that an Act of Parliament, or the Queens Procla- 
mation ſhould ſignifie no more with us, but ſtand 
for as arrant a Cypher, as if it-were a Sermon or 
an Homily ; which when they have given the 
hearing roo, moſt People are apt to think the 
Buſineſs is at an end. It does not ſurprize me a 
tho* ſome ſtrange thing happened to us to make every 
Month a Solemn Invitation to the Lord's Table, 
and to preſs the Charge for a due Preparation, 
and give the plaineſt Directions how to prepare; 
and yet when all this is done, not to have one 
Soul more than before, and thoſe that' do come, 
not a whit better prepared; becauſe Cuſtom has 
Taught People to look upon all this as a matter 
of courſe, and to heed it accordingly : Or to 
Preach a Sermon againſt Drunkenneſs, and have 
ſome go directly to the Ale-houſe, and pals their 
Cenlures on it over a Pot : Or of Sanctifying the 
Sabbath, and the greater part of the Aſſembly 
the next thing they do to Prophane it:For Sermons 
we know have bur ſlender Authority; no more 
then what People will be pleaſed to allow them, 
and that to be ſure ſhall be little enough of all 
conſcience. 

But to read a Charge from our Lawful Gover- 
nours, to whom moſt have Sworn, and all confeſs 
that they owe Allegiance, and for this to be as 
little regarded as the other, is what I confeſs my 
ſelf unable to Account for; and the leaſt I can 
ſay is, My Brethren theſe things ought not, and 


in other Caſes us'd not / to be. To know that 
... "WY ſuch 
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rach a Crime is Condemn'd by the Law, and 
Proviſion made to Puniſh and Suppreſs it; and 
though it be committed Thouſands of times every 
Day, not to have one Example made in a Month, 
nay in ſome places in a Twelve Month; when 
the Magiſtrate is oblig'd, and ready too upon 
due Information to proceed againſt them: For 
my part, I cannot imagine how as Chriſtians or 
Subjects we can fatisfie our Conſcience upon the 
Point, fo as not to come in for a ſhare of the 
Guilt, and make our /elves partakers of ether Mens 
Sins; eſpecially ſince the whole effect of the Law 
depends upon our faithful diſcharge af this Duty; 
and unleſs Private Perfons will do their part by 
Informing the Magiſtrate, 'tis morally impoſſible 
thoſe crying Sins which draw ſuch a Load of 
Guilt on our Souls, and (as we have reaſon to 
fear) ſuch a Load of Divine Wrath and Judg- 
ments on our heads, ſhould ever be Diſcoun- 
tenanc'd, much leſs Suppreſs'd. 

And indeed (as I have often thought with my 
felt), there is no one Inſtande which proves more 
clearly that fad and ſhameful truth, to often In- 
culcated in the Goſpel; viz. the Curſed Enmity 
of Man to his Maker ; the ſtubborn Denial of 
his Right in us and Authority over us; then the 
Cate we have now before us. 

If the Powers that are on Earth ſhould decree 
the moſt uirightcous ' decrees, and even eftabliſ}; 
Iniquity ly 2 Law (which has but too often come 
to pats) tis odds, bur it meets with a general 


and punctual Obedience, Micah 6. 16. The Statutes 
of Omri are kept, and all the Laws of the houſe of 
Ahab, If they ſhew their. Authority in matters 

in- 
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The Duty of Admeniſhing Sinners. 5 
indifferent (which are in themſelves neither Good 
nor Evil), their pleaſure we find is duely comply'd 
with, or if it be at any time Diſobeyed, *tis Mo- 
deſtly, Silently, and as it were by Stealth, be- 
cauſe in ſuch Caſes there wants not thoſe who are 
ready to appear and give evidence againſt che 
Offender. But if it be in matters of Religion or 
Morality, wherein God himſelf is the Party di- 
rectly concern'd, and his Honour and Authority 
to be ſecured from Publick Outrage and Contempt; 
Let Parliaments paſs it into Acts, the Queen and 
Council inforce it by repeated Proclamations, 
and both Miniſters and Magiſtrates preſs the Exe- 
cution to the utmoſt of their power, *ris all in 
vain; few we find will ſtir in it, or trouble their 
heads about it : Such Crimes may be committed 
with Impunity in the fight of the Sun, and the 
face of the World : Not one in a Thouſand has 
the Courage or the Conſcience to bring the 
Blaſphemer to an Account, and make him tuffer 
the Law, though a very mild and eaſie Penalty, 
as being provided by Man, who is never for 
{training too high in the Cauſe and Quarrel of 
his Maker; and thus all becomes of no effect, 
the whole Proviſion but a meer Mockery, an harm- 


leſs Scare-Crow, and the Law of the Land no leſs 


than that of God, as 4 ſounding Braſs or a tinkling 
Cymbal; a Sport and May-game inſtead of a Terror 
to Evil doers. The very Statute it ſelf, becauſe 
God is a Party: to it, forfeirs its otherwiſe un- 
queſtion'd Authority, and the moſt Loyal think 
not themſelves bound to Obey. So thar to Bury 


in Linnen (as the World goes) is a matter of far 


more dangerous conſequence then to Blaſpheme ; 
B 3 the 
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6 The Duty of Admoniſhing Sinnert. 


the Penalty a Hundred times greater,and a Thou- 
land more likelyhood of Diſcovery. 

The true Cauſe of all which monſtrous Abſur- 
dities is no other but this, that Men feem gene- 
rally of this mind, and to act by this very Dutt- 
ful Principle; e'n let God plead for himſelf and 
maintain his own Honour and Intereſt as well as 
he can; for Gallio cares for none of theſe things. 
And the ſame Argument that Foaſh uſeth in his 
Sons defence, when the People in a vehement fit 
of Zeal demanded Gideon to preſent Death for 
having Violated the Wooden Majeſty of Baal, 
People ſeem to plead in their Makers Quarrel, 
when his Laws and Ordinances are trampled un- 
der foot; Fudg.6. 31. And Joaſh ſaid unto all that 
ſtood againſt him will ye plead for Baal? will ye fave 
him? if he be a God let him plead for himelf,becauſe 
ene hath caſt down his Altar; | may Subjoin for 
our preſent purpoſe, becauſe one hath Prophaned 
his Name, or Broken his Sabbatns. Ne 


Wherefore to ſet our Apprehenſions right as 


to theſe matters, in order to the faithful diſcharge 
of our Duty, I ſhall endeavour to make it appear 
from our Text, 


Firſt, That He who heareth Curſors andbewrayeth. 


it not, is as deep in the Guilt as he who is a partner 


with a Thief, or Privy to his Unlawful Practices, 


and will not diſcover them. 
Secondly, That it is equally true of both, that 
ſuch a Confederate inSin,is not only falfe to his Ma- 
ker, but alfo wrongeth his own Soul, and fo b 
a fair Conſtruction may be ſaid 20 hate it as well 
as his Neighbours in ren Sin upon him. 
Thirdly, I thall inforce this Duty from 1 
e - ** other 
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The Duty of Almoniſhine Sinners. 7 


other Conſiderations, as either ariſe from theſe, 
or fall in with them. 

Firſt, Then I doubt not to make it plain even 
to Demonſtration, that he who is Privy to Cur- 
ſing, (and the reaſon I conceive is the fame for 
Swearing alto) has the ſame Guilt to Anfwer for 
before God (I wiſh I could ſay too the ſame Scan- 
dal before Men, pray God it may once come 
to that = and then we may hope to ſee the 
World fairly amended) as he who is partner with 
4 Thief, who knows of the Foul Practices of an 
Highway-Man, or Heufe-Breaker, and will not 
Detect or give Evidence againſt him; nay, 1 
will venture one ſtep farther, as he who is Privy 
to high Treaſon, and will not Convict, or bring 
the T raytor to condign Puniſhment. 

I know fuch Doctrine will make ſome Stare, 
others Storn, and many Smile, or Scoff at it - 
Bur *risas true as God is in Heaven, and his word 
ſhall Judge us at the laſt Day; for proof of which 
ſtrange Aſſertion, (but if it be ſtrange to this People 


ſhould it be ſtrange to me ſaith the Lord) 1 deſire 


you but to grant me this one Principle; which 
however if you will not, I ſhall make bold to 
take for Granted; and let him who has Impudence 
enough, or Senſe little enough, deny it if he can, 
that God is greater then Man, even thoſe of whom 
he has ſaid ye are Gods, his Crown and Dignity 
of you conſequence, and therefore more ten- 
derly to be rreated then theirs. And that the Su- 
ream Lord the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, 
E. clearer and ſtronger Title to his Glory in 
the World, and the honour due unto his name, then 
we can have to our Goods and Chattels,or what- 
B 4 1 
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ever we moſt claim a Property in: And conſe- 
quently, chat to Invade or Rifle the former, is 
of the Two the bolder Robbery: and baſer In- 
jultice + Sacriledge , being confeſt on all hands ta 
be by far the warſt kind of Theft. That the 
wrong is full as great, we mult be very partial 
to our ſelves if we deny; for to render to God 


the things that are Gad, ſounds full as reaſonable 


(to ſay the very leaſt) as to render to man the 
things that are man's; unleſs we can imagine our 


Claim, under him, (and we pretend to no other) 


is ſtronger then his Eternal Right, and he that 
Invades it, more Injurious. | 


And that the Guilt is as great, God who is 


the only judge of that, has abundantly given us 
to underſtand; and being, as he declares, a jea- 
lous God, who will not give his Glory to another, we 
muſt needs conclude, he will reſent more highly 
the Loſs of his on Honour, then of. our Movea- 


bles and forry Poſſeſſions; and proceed more ſe- 


verely againit the Wrong-Doer. In both Caſes, 
the Sim is truly and properly againit God, and 
none elſe ; as David confeſſas in his own caſe 
(though Uriah was manifeſtly the Party Injured) 


Pſalm 51. Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, c. 


and that of the two which ſtrikes moſt directly 


at him, we have all the reaſon in the World to 


conclude, will be moſt provoking. 


This we are fure of that the Third command- 


ment is every whit as Solemn as the Eighth, and 
has a more awful Sanction to inforce it; and we 

aye as great reaſon to conclude, that God will not 
bold him Gwiltleſs that taketh his name in pain, as 
him who batch his Neighbours Geods (whether 


by 
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by Fraud or Violence) and payeth not for them: 
elpecially, ſince Humane Laws have provided 
ſuch effectual Penalties for the one; but for the 
other, except an inconſiderable Mulct, which is 
next to nothing, and bears no proportion to tha 
Crime, have left it wholly ro God, and fball the 
not viſit for theſe things? 

But there is another manifeſt reſpect in which 
he that heareth Cur ſing and bemrayeth'it not is ex- 
actly like him that's Partner with a Thief, and may 
be {aid with ſtricteſt Truth to have an Hand in 
down-right Robbery -(for let me ſay what I can 
as to the former, Men will count it no Robbery: 
to make bald with their Maker) and which is con- 
feſt one great Aggravation of this Sin, in Rob- 
bing the Poor. Now though Forfeiture, we know, 
is due to them by the Law, and as ſoon as the 
Crime is committed, in ſtrictneſs of Juſtice, ris 
truly theirs; And He who does not his part to 


9 


help them to it, when it is in his Power, does in- 
deed Rob them of it, and I may truly ſay in 


thoſe words of the Apoſtle (which do more plain- 
ly reach this Caſe than even that he was upon) 


Te do wrong, and de fraud, and that your Brethren, 


and joyn in a Plot againſt God and the Poor, only 
to do the Devil a Courteſie. As on the other 
Hand, He wha makes a Swearer pay for his Of- 
fence, does a real and double Act of Charity to 
the Poor, who receive the Fine without diſpute; 
and I think the greareſt of all to the Offender, it 
being the likelyeſt means to put a ſtop to his im- 
pious practices, and perhaps (for who knows 
how far it may, work) to prevent his Damnation. 

(1 4 4 Far 
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10 The Duty of Admoniſhing Sinners. 


For becauſe Sentence, Eccleſ. 8. 11. againſt an Evil 
Work is not Executed ſpeedily, therefore the Hearts 
of the Sons of Men are fully ſet in rhem to ds Evil. 
At leaſt 'tis very likely that the Opening their 
Purſe a few times upon this Account, will effectu- 
ally teach them to ſer a Watch before their Mouth, 
and keep the Door of their Lips. 

- It may perhaps be further worth conſidering 
in point of Worldly Intereſt (for other Conſide- 
rations I fear will weigh but little with moſt) how 
far this Expedient may go to lighten the Charge, 
ſo much complain'd of by the Covetous; and re- 
tieve the Poor at another's Coſt, and make the 
common = pay Contributions. For were this 
Fine but fairly levied, and every Oath paid for ac- 
cording to Law, the Poor's Rates would be vaſtly 
abated, and there would be little occaſiog, for an 
Over-leſs in molt Pariſhes. 

But 24ly, ſuppoſing all this prov'd, you un- 
dertook to prove farther that the wilful Conni- 
vance at this Crime, is even as bad as the Con- 
cealment of Treaſon; and ſo 1 doubt not t 
make it appear, admitting but the Principles be- 
fore laid down, and which few can have the Face 
to deny. For every Preſumptuous Sinner is a 
Rebel and a Traytor, and that againſt the Su- 
preme Majeſty of Heaven; the very leaſt Sin (if 
known and allow'd) is a tort of Petty-Treaſon; 
but this I take to be one Species of High-Trea- 
fon. For a black-mouth'd Swearer or Curſer is 
the neareſt a-kin to, if not the very fame with a 
Blaſphemer, and of this Crying and Common Sin 
I ſuppoſe God complains, 1/a. 52. 5. in thoſe 
range words, My Name continually every uy i 
Blaſ- 
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The Duty of Admoniſting Siammerr. 11 
Blaſphemed ; which can ſcarce be underſtood in 
any other Senſe then of this profane abuſe of it: 
And more directly to our purpoſe, Lev. 24. 11. 
Curſing comes under the Name of Blaſphemy, and 
is proceeded againſt with the ſame Severity, ver. 
24. Bring forth Him that hath Curſed without the 
Camp, and let all that heard him lay their Hands 
upon him, and let all the Congregation ſtone him; 
Where we ſee thoſe that heard him, durſt not 
ſtifle their Evidence, leſt the Guilt and Venge- 
ance ſhould fall on their own Heads. Now that 
Blaſphemy is High-Treaſon with a Witnels, there 
is, there can be no diſpute ; nor can the Devils 
themſelves go a ſtep — it. And tho Cuſ- 
tom ſtrangely takes off the Horror that Sin 
does not appear ſo exceeding Sinful, yet I doubt not 
but many Prophane Wretches amongſt us are 
Guilty in their Oaths of as rank Treaſon as ever 
was puniſh'd at Jyburn. If any can be ſaid to turn 
the Grace of God into Laſcivieuſneſs, nay, into Ma- 
lice, it belongs to them, who i if the Goſpel of his 
Grace, inſtead of reſtraining, had opened a Gap 
to farther Ungodlineſs, and taught the World 
new terms of Sin, abuſe it to ſupply them with 
more full- mouth'd and formidable Oaths: The 
Great Miſtery of Godlineſs being expoſed in this 
profane Drets, and made a Miſtery of Iniquity 2 
The precious Death and Blood and Wounds of our 
Saviour being rak'd in with greater Spite, Scorn 
and Cruelty, than by his very Betrayers and Mur- 
therers, to whom can that Awful Text be more 
fitly apply'd, Heb. 10. 28. He that deſpiſed Moſes's 
Lm Dyed without Mercy under two or three Mit- 


neſſes, of how much ſorer Pumiſhment ſuppoſe ye fea 
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12 The Duty of Atdmoniſhing Sinners. 
be be thought worthy, who has Cruciſied to himſelf 
afreſh the Son of God, and counted (or rather made) 
the Blood of the Covenant an unholy thing, and hath 
done the utmoſi deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace. 
Hence it eaſily follows, that to hear Curſing and 
wot bewray it, is what the Law calls Miſpriſion of 
Treaſon ;, and how heinous a Crime that is by our 
Law, and how heavy the Penalty, is well known 
to all that are acquainted with our Conſtitution : 
And if God ſhould proceed againſt us by the like 
meaſures of Juſtice (as 'tis more than probable he 
will) *rwould make us tremble, and beware how 
we come near the very borders of this Guilt : 
And, we ſhould rather. venture thehard Thoughts, 


or Words, or Logks of a Wretched Worm, chan 
fall into the Hands of the Living Gad. 0 


And now I would gladly hear what can be al- 
ledg'd beſides Cuſtom and Common Opinion (the 
weakeit Arguments in Nature, and of no weight 
at all with a Wiſe Man) why the Concealment of 
a Robber, or a Traytor, is leſs Criminous and 
Scandalous than of a Frophane Swearer ; or why 
it ſhould leſs become, or behove us to proſecute 
one than the other. We ought certainly to obey 
God rather than Man, and much more both together 
when their joynt Commands (as in the preſent 
cale) are laid upon us. 

Befides, the Life of a Man in the former cafes 
is ſtruck at, and moit are loath (and there is 
ſomewhat plauſible in the Plea) to have an Hand 
in Blood. But here Compaſſion cannot with-hold 
us from our Duty: Nay if we have any Com- 
paſſion to the Poor, our own, or even the offen- 
ders Soul, it muſt needs oblige us to it: for 'tis 


but 
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but a light Penalty to his Purſe, or if that fail to 
his Perſon ; but may prove an unſpeakable ad- 
vantage to his Immortal part, and prevent as 
many Stripes, and Torments in Hell, as he would 
have vented Curſes and Blaſphemies on Earth, if 
not thus timely ſtopt in his deſperate Career. 

But *rwill be anſwer'd perhaps, the caſe is not 


i paralel, and therefore the Argument not conclu- 


ding : Intereſt obliges us to proſecute Thieves, 
&c. becauſe if ſuch Courſes are not ſuppreſs'd, it 
may be our own turn to be Rob'd next; and there- 
fore here we act in our own Defence : but to in- 
form againſt a Common Swearer, wards off no 


Danger from our ſelves, nay tis the likelyeſt way 


to be Curſt for our Pains: (as for that Danger 
Solomon has aſſured us, Prov. 26. 2. The Curſe 
cauſeleſi ſhall not come) or if it fall any where *rwill 
be on their own Heads. But is it no Danger to 
lye under the juſt and heavy Diſpleaſure of God? 
And no Wiſdom as well as Duty to lend an help- 
ing Hand to remove it? Are we not concern'd in 
Intereſt to avert the Curſe of God, by caſting out 
the Curſed thing from amongſt us? ler. 23. 10. For be- 
cauſe of Swearing (in the Margin Curſing, and 
doubtleſs both) the Land Mourneth: And is it 
not worth our while to turn our Mourning into 

Mirth ? And in this Caſe to partake of the com- 
mon Bleſſing, as in the other of the common Se- 
curity. | | | 
As to what was faid of Treaſon, it may per- 
haps be reply'd, To make ſuch a Diſcovery, where 
the Publick is concern'd, is the way to be well 
Rewarded ; as the Concealment may coſt us all 


we are worth, our Eſtates, our Liberty, if not 
our 
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our Lives. Bur for 2 upon this Statute 
of Treaſon, Where ſhall we have our Thanks? 
Who will Commend us, much leſs Requite us for 
it 2 What are we like to get but our for 
our Pains ? : 

I anſwer, you will have the Gracious accept- 
ance of God, the Thanks of the Government and 
all good Men; and (what is the higheſt Praiſe) 
the ill word of the Devils Crew, who may grin 
and ſnarl but cannot bite; you'l have further the 
higheſt Re ward imaginable, even Chriſt to confeſs 
you before God and his Angels, becauſe you durſt 
own and appear for him in this Wicked and Adulte- 
rous Generation. He ſeems now to Summon, or 
rather Court us to his Party in thoſe words of 
Fehu, 2 Kin. 9. 32. Whois on my fide ? Who? But 
alas there is a, very ſlender appearance, and he 
may almoſt complain as St. Paul in Nero's Court, 
2 Tim. 4.16.No Man ſtood with me, but all Men for- 
ſeot me, and I may ſubjoin in the following words, 
I pray God it may not, but I am afraid it will, be 
laid to their Charge. 

But we areloath, will ſome ſay, to turn Informers, 
that Name ſounds ill, and may breed ill Blood 
between Us and our Neighbours. I warrant, like 
School-Boys we are afraid.if we fide with our 
Maſter againſt the naughty pack, we ſhall be 
look't on with an ill Eye, and branded for Tell- 
Tales; and indeed /o Fooliſh are we and Ignorant, 
as our Saviour fitly compares the Men of that Ge- 
neration (and *twill ſuit this too) to Children ſit- 
ting in the Marlet- place, and ſaying to their Fellows, 
we have piped unto you and ye have not danced, and 
we mult in Gery Dance after their Pipe, leſt 

| we 


greater Severity. | 
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we diſplezſe them : And follow a Multitude to do 
Evil, and ſo in eſſect ſirike a League with Sin, 
rather then have the hard Thoughts of Sinners. 
But I pray, why that odious Name of Informers 
hereany more than in caſe of Murder, Robbery, 
Treaſon, Perjury, Cozenage, &c. ? An Informer 
in the ill Senſe, is one who like the Sycophants 
heretofore, lays upon the catch to rrepar his 
Neighbour, and takes advantage of his Weak- 
neſs or Ignorance, nay too often of his Innocence 
and Simplicity, to hamper him in ſome pe 
Law, and make a Prey of him by ſuch ious 
Information. But here's no ſuch matter, nor any 
thing like it; The Gain is the Poor's, and Pm a- 
fraid that's one reaſon *tis ſo lamely follow'd, or 
rather laid aſide, that there's nothing to be got 
by*t (tho withal tis not a ſmall matter that could 
hire us to diſoblige the Devil) and ſo we can have 
no end but the Glory of God, and the diſcharge 
of our Duty. Nor is the Offence a little Nicety, 
or Punctilio in Law; but a flaming Villany, an 
impudent defiance of God, and the Government, 
and all the Powers both in Heaven and Earth; a 
Brutal breach of all Honeſt Tyes, both of Grace 
and good Manners; the Bane of all civil Conver- 
ſation; in a word, a Crime of that fize that tis a 
Thouſand pities it ſnould be treated with no 
The next point which I undertook to prove 
from our Text was this: That as he who is Part- 


ner with a Thief, ſo he who heareth Curſmg and be- 


wrayeth it not, hateth not only his Brothers Soul, in 
that be ſuffers Sin upon him, Lev. 19. 19. but his 
own Soul too, he does ſo by conſequence if not di- 


rectly, 
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rectly, he does it the greateſt miſchief imaginable; 
7. e. he makes himſelf partaker of other Mens Sins, 
and puts himſelf in the likelyeſt way to partake of 
their Plagues : He brings himſelf in for à ſhare in 
the Guilt ; and ' tis highly probable, (nay paſt all 
doubt, unleſs a timely Repentance prevent it) 
will come in too for a ſhare, of their Puniſhment : 
and be conſumed in all their Iniquity. And who 
that has any true Love for his own Soul, and 
would conſult either its preſent Peace, or Eter- 
nal Happineſs, - would bring ſuch a load of Guilt 
on his Conſcience, and ſuch a load of Curſes ori 
his own Head, when the diſcharge of fo plain and 
eaſie a Duty, which coſts us ſo little, and where- 
in we have the Law, and the Magiſtrate on our 
ſide, and ail the Encouragement and Protection 
that can be deſired, both from God and Man, 
might ſurely prevent it. 05 * 
Alas! We little conſider what an high Crime, 
and Miſdemeanour. it is to be cold in the Cauſe of 


God, and uncancern'd for his Honour in the 


World! What a Gonfounding Charge it will be 
at his Tribunal, when the Secrets of all Hearts 
ſhall be laid open, and all the Paſſages of this Life 
reviewed, to have it appear that we were aiding 
and conſenting to ſuch and ſuch enormous Impie- 
ties. That the Name of God was Blaſphemed through 
vu, becaule we ſnewed no concern to prevent, and 
ſo did what in us lay to promote it. When our 
Mouths ſhall be ſtop d witn that reply, and there- 
by all our Pleas of Perſonal Innocence ſilenc'd, 
Pfal. go. 16. But unto the Wicked God ſaith, what 
haſt thou to do to take my Covenant in thy Mouth, 
ſeeing thou h.ucſt Inſtruttion and coſleſt my words 

be- 
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behind thee, when thou ſaweſt a Thief then thou con- 


ſentedſt with him, &c. It is a very great miſtake, 


(cho? ſuch as commonly prevails) that we can be 
guilty of no other Crimes but what we commit 
and have nothing to anſwer for what we had no 
Hand in Whereas our Ears, and our Eyes may 
in ſome Cafes be as deep almoit in the Guilt as 
our Hands, or our Tongues; unleſs we take due 
care to clear, and acquic them: We can't hinder 
ſuch Crimes being committed, but we may their 
{caping unpuniſh'd. It was a weighty Petition of 
an Holy Perſon, and what bore a conitant part in 
his Prayers, Forgive me O Lord my other Mens Sins, 
Silence is taken in ſuch Cates, and (there is 
good reaſon for it) to give content, and he that 
conſents ro an unlawtul Deed is in the ſame claſs 
with him that commits it. We know very well 
that thus it is in other matters: He who is taken 
in Company with Murtherers, Robbers, Coyn- 
ers,or ocher Criminals, while they are acting their 
unlawful deſigns, and does not Gonife his abhor- 
rence at the time; nor come afterwards in of his 
own accord, and appear againit them; is pre- 
ſum'd to be an Accomplice; whether he acted 
any part or no, and fares no better than the reſt 
of che Gang, Nor did lever hear any Objection 
againſt the fairneis of ſuch a Proceeding, but all 
the World confeſſes it is according ro Juitice. 
And why ſhould we. ſuppoſe that God will not 
proceed by the ſame Meaſures! That what is 
Reaſon, and Equity in Humane Courts, ſhould 
appear hard meature at the Judgmenrt-Seac of 
Chriſt ? Eſpecially ſince the Law of God is Spiri- 
tual, and goes much further than Human Laws 
GC can; 


— — — — —ͤ— 
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can; reaches the Thoughts as well as the Acti- 
ons, and needs not (as in our Courts) either Evi- 
dence or Overt- At to prove us Guilty. I doubt 
not in the leaſt, but the Indictment will lye at his 
Bar, no leſs againit theſe who filently connive 
at che Blalphemous Contempt of his Name, and 
Majeity, and ſhew no concern about it; than 
thoſe who offer ſuch ontrage to it. Bur we are 
ſure that the Juagment of Gor. is according to Truth 
againſt them whici: commit ſuch things, and there- 
fore let them look to it who can patiently lee 
and hear them committed, to whom 1 may apply 
that awful paſſage, for ir belongs to them, Kom. 
(. v. lt. Who knowing the Judgment of God, that 
they who commit ſuch things are worthy of Death, 
not only do the ſame, but (as the Original may be 
render'd) conſent with them that do them. 

"Twill ſtrangely ſtartle many a formal Hypo- 
erite, or lukewarm Profeſſor, who is not for be- 
inge d P;»hteors, or concerning himſelf in 
the ue of Bod farther than needs; and thinks 
it ſutficien chat he has no ill words in his own 
Mouth; while he pleaſes himſelf with the Phari- 
fees boalt in the Parable; Lord, I thank thee that 
I am mot 4s other Men, Swearer, &c. to find ſome 
Thoutands of Oaths, Curſes, and other horrid 
Blaſphemies plac't to his Account, yet thus it 
will be, Jude v. 15. When the Lord ſhall come to 
execute Fudgment vpon all, and to convince all that 
rc ungodly amons ſt them, of all their hard Speeches 
which ungodly Sinners have ſpoken again him. So 
many as we patiently heard, or baſely conniv'd 
at, we4hall be taken to have owr'd, and ap- 
prov d. Till not ſerve the turn then to fay ; 


Lord, 


— 
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Lord, they were none of mine, Inever had ſuch words 
in my Mouth.For it may be reply'd, and juſtly too; 
Ves, you made them your on, ſor what have you 
done to Diſelaim, and acquit your ſelf of them? 
what proof did you give of your diſlike & abhor- 
tenc2 ? What courſe did you take when it was in 
your Power to prevent, or have *em punifh'd. Be 
not deceived, God is not mocked, he knows very well 
what we might do, how far we might go if we 
have a mind to't, and what he expects, and de- 
mands at our Hands, for the Lerd is à God of 
Judgment, and by him Actions cre weighed, He 
that teacheth Han Knewledte, ſhall not he know ? 
He that chaſtiſeth the Heathen, ſhall net he correct? 
Plal. 94. 10. When a Heathen was Cajift good 
enough to reſolve this caſe; cu quz iron prohibit, 
cum poſſit, jubet. Sencc, He chat forbids not 4 
Crime when he can, in effet commands ir. 

If every idle word that Alen ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall 


give Account of in the Day of Fug ment, ture chen 


every Treaſonable Word that they ſhall hear a- 
caintt the Majeny of their Maker, every Blaſ- 
phemous Affront that is belch't in his Face, vhile 
they tamely itand by, and are as z 17.7 that Vear- 
eth not, or in whoſe Nlouth is % reproof, Will 
call for an otherguite Reckoning, aad ſcarce 
(whatever we fancy) come of as 1 common fail- 
ing, or a Sin of Infirmity. bi 

There's no ſuch thing as ſtanding Neuters in 


the Cauſe of God, he never did, nor indeed can 


he, grant to à Creature ſuch a Diſpenaadion; for 
he continueth faithful, be cannot deny bimfelf. 
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If it be pretended that tis not for want of good 
Will but only a good Aſſurance, not from any 
Principle of Eumity againſt him, but only from 
baſhfulneſs that we appear no forwarder : this 
indeed mightily mends the matter; to lay | 
would be true to God, and my Conſcience, if ! 
durit: If this be your beſt Plea, Hear and Trem- 
ble, ye ſneaking, fainr-hearred, lukewarm Pro- 
feſſors, how far this will bear you harmlets, Who- 
ſocver ſhall be aſhamed, &c. | 

Vet this Declaration was made when the Laws 
and Powers on Earth were all point blank againſt 
their Duty; and initead of protecting in the dil- 
charge of it, were ready to perſecute them to 
the Death, for daring to own it. How much 
heavier then muit ths Guilt be, when the Laws 
we live under joyn herein with the One Great 


Lawgiver, and not only allow it, but command 


it, to that we may not only with Safety, and 
Credit be true to our Cod; but we cannot be o- 
therwite unlels falſe to our Prince; and fo lye 
under the Guilt of a double Diſobedience. When 
all the danger we can pretend to diſcourage us, 


is the Offence, and perhaps the hard Looks or 


Words (for they dare go no farther) of tome 
lorry worthlets Worm, who if he {hould ever 
come to know himtelf, and underſtand the things 
that belong to his Pence, will be bound to blels God 
for your Charitable Care; and/as we have ſome- 
times known it happen) to thank you heartily, 


and confeſs himſelf bound to pray for you as long 


as he lives, for giving a check to his Curſed ſelf- 
deſtroying Folly, and perhaps pulling him as 


Brand cut of the Burning, 


Aud 
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And now can you imagine ſuch a danger as this 
ſufficient to ballance the KTarh of God? that ſuch 
a doughry Trial will hold us excus'd, for balkin 
our known Duty ? that Humane frailty will a 
ford us here any ſhelter or ſhadow of Plea ? Is 
this a difficulty itrong enough to ſhock our Alle- 
Stance to God and his Fuucegerent, and make us 
ſtrike a League with Faction, and ſneak to the De- 
vil? What! a vile Wretch to be ſet againſt God 
and our Governours, and all good Chriitians, and 
Subjects too? And revolt from them rather thay 
claſh with ſuch a piece of Clay, while he bids de- 
fiance to them all? How will it found in che great 
Day of Account; Lord, I would have done my 
Duty (as I was convinc'd of it) and ſhewn my 


;, Zeal and] oyalty to thee ; but 1 feared my Neigh« 
* bour would have taken it ill, and I was loath to 
diſpleaſe him. Indeed (may Chriſt fay) when 
we come to be Arraign'd, you were ſorely put 


to'r ! A very hery Trial you had to pals through! 


A great ſtreight you were reduc'd to. A Goodly 
Price that I was Friſed at by you! Ny Favour laid 
in the Ballance againſt that of a Sinful Sor, and it 
wanted Weight to turn the Scale? A very nice 
Queſtion, which of the two you ſhould diloblige ; 


I 


and which you were bound to {ide with and obey, 
s the Son of God or a Sen of Belial ? Chriſt and Za- 
rabbas in competition again? When the very lame 
Perſon you would have made no Scruple to dit- 
” oblige to a much higher Degree, if he had Stole 


from you to the value of Ten-pence, nay had made 


but a Stoppage of a Light or a IVatercorrſe, and ro 
»have put him for the one to five times the Shame, 
and for the other to ten times the Charge. 


C 2 But 
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But perhaps there may be another Objection 
that hes at the bottom, and is loath to appear, at 
leaſt in its own Shape: For Cowardice is reckon d 
ſo Scandalous, even by the Alen of this. World, who 
otherwiſe Glory in their Shame, that few will ven- 
ture to own it, and rather than lay the blame there, 
will impute it to down- right Ungodlineſs, rather 
confets they have no fear of God, than too great 
a fear of Man, however, let it ſtand forth, and 
thoſe who think fit, take the Benefit of it. We 
love to ſleep in a whole Skin, and are not for ex- 
poſing our ſelves to needleſs Danger, and who 
knows but a Boyſterous Ruffian, if I ſhould In- 
form againſt him, may Knock me o'th' Head, or 
do me a Miſchief ? : 8 

If there were any ſuch Danger (as Iam per- 
ſwaded there is none) even preſeut certain Death 
ought not to drive us from a known Duty: He 
that Loveth his own Life more than me, ſays the 
Captain of our Salvation, is not worthy of me. Nor 
can we loſe our Lives, (which in a little while 
mult be parted with) whether we chooſe, or we- 
ther we refuſe in a better Account than Obediencs / 
to our God and King, We are bound to face the 
biggeſt Danger, and boldly ro own and diſcharge 
our Duty, tho'a Tyrant threaten us with urmoit 
Torments, and an Heathen could read us tuch © 
a Lecture of Conitancy, Juſtam & tenacem pro- 1 
pY ſit drum non viiltus inſtantis Zyranni ments qualit Y 
ſolida; and if it were à Principle of Morality, Em 
{ure "ris much more of Divinity. We ought to 
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rell ag Abab or an Herod to their Teeth, tho 
they have both the Law, and the Sword on their ] 
ide, and a Jexabel and Herodias to ſtir them up to 


Nit 
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3 Milchief. Thow art he that troubl eſt Ißrael, or 
it i not lawful for thee to have thy Brothers Vi. : 
S And indeed our very fears ſhould oblige and | 
__ embolden us to it; becauſe he that is higher then 
1 be higheſt; regardeth it, and there are higher then 
, 15 ' they. If thou haſt not the Courage to ftand ſuch a 
Ss i Shock, then what wilt thou do when God riſeth up, 
nd © Ce. Our Cowardice here is deſperate Fool- 
Ne  - hardineſs; ro run from the Barking of a Cur 
-%. into the Mouth of a Lyon; or /ike the Horſe and 
hn — Adule without underſtanding, who ſtart at the 
ho 0 4 
In. ſhadow of a Buſh, and leap down a precipice. 
But I think in our preſent Cale, we have no ſuch 


matter to trouble our heads; we ſhall never 3 
get the Honour of Martyrdom this way, though = 
we delir'd it as eagerly as Origen is ſaid to have N 
done God will not let us upon ſo poor an ac- 
count, ſuffer ſo deep in his Quarrel, if we are 
not too Wile, and wary to truſt him. 

And beſides, that he is ingaged to ſtand by 
us, and bring us off; let me tell you for your 
incouragement (and L have ſome reaſon for what 
I fay) the Children of Belial are greater Cowards 
then you are aware of, and have as little Zea! to 


wn | venture their Lives, or their Purſes, either in the 
＋ 4 DeviPs Service, as you can in God's. I have 
wand heard of ſome ſuch bluſters and big words, but 


alixz Never yet could hear of any Execution done; 
TT | (unleſs where a mad Multitude incourage each 
n other in an Evil matter; and I am not exhorting 

We. ; You to ingage ſingle with a Rabble) and to be 
2 


| their afraid of a danger that ſcarce ever happened, is 
up to to be a Coward without a Precedent ; and if 


Mi. | none durſt do it, what would become of us. 
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We ſee ſturdy Villains proſecuted daily to the 
danger ot their Lives, and vet neither they, when 
they come off, nor their Sworn Prerhren in Ini- 
quity (who yet ſtand at Swords Point as it were 
with the World, and neither fear God nor regard 
Man) have much ſtomach to revenge their Quar- 
rel. Such reſtraints doth God lay (which 1 have 
often admir' d) on the worſt of Miſcreants; and 
ſo effectually does he provide, that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
neſty. And we need not fear that a Twelve Penny 
Fine will fo inrage them as deſperately ro venture 
all they are worth to-be revenged of God, and 
the Government. LEED | 

But now ler me tell you, the danger on the 
other hand, and pray conſider. which is the moſt 
Terrible, that of two Evils you may choole the 
leaſt, which all the World confeſſes is the wiſeſt 
Courſe ; If ye will not face this doughty danger, 
but rather ler the Devil Reign without Controul 
then ſuch a riſque; God I can aſſure you will 
reſent it, and highly too; and (unleſs Repentance 
ward off the ſtroke) as ſurely revenge it; he 
will treat us as Deſerters, if not as downright 
Rebels; as thoſe who have run from their Co- 
lours, if not, as thoſe that have Fought againſt 
him, and ſet their toncues againſt the moſt High. 
He that heareth Curſing and bewrayeth it not, though 


he may ſcape the ſinners, ſhall have God's Curſe; 


and conſider which we are beſt able to bear. 

What has been ſaid of this Sin, holds good in 
proportion with regard to all the other reigning: 
Abtgles, and corruptions of the Age, which are 
io rife and rampant amongſt us: Againſt which, 


there 
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there are Laws now in force, if we would but lend 
an helping hand toward the Execution, that the 


may have free courſe, and obtain the end ſor hi 
they were made: And I perſwade my ſelf, no 
one can be ſo dull, as not to perceive their Duty 
as binding with reſpect to the reſt; Such as 
Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, Sabbath-breaking, cc. 

And 'tis an amazing Myſtery to me, how Pub- 


lick Officers eſpecially, can ſwallow an Oath to 


bring all ſuch Offences to the Cognizance of the 
ſeveral Courts to which they appertain; and yet 
ſee them daily committed under their Noſe, and 
make their returns, without taking any manner 
of notice about them. I could not but think my 
ſelf falſe to my truſt, if nor ptainly Perjur'd by 
ſuch Prevaricarion ; and I ſuppoſe no one will 
plead in their own defence that God is the Party 

Injur'd, and therefore there is no harm done. 
They make ſome Conſcience in other matters, 
and that as they would have it thought, becauſe of 
the Oath of God: A Whelm, a Nuſance, an In- 
mate, and the like, they dare, and do daily In- 
dict, (ler who will be diſpleaſed) becauſe 'tis the 
Duty of their place. But the Over flonings of Un- 
godline/s | warrant are no Whelm, Riot and 
Drunkenneſs, are no Nuſance, and the Devils 
Incarnate, no Froubleſome Inmates, but very 
Civil, Peac-able, and inoffenſive Neighbours; and 
*rwere a Hundred pities to moleſt or diſturb them. 
But till theſe Abules are reform'd, I am ſure we 
can never expect a Bleſſing ; and God may juſtly 
complain after all the Care and Compaſſion he has 
beſtowed upon us, as he does by the Prophet of that 
Stiff-neck'd, Incorrigible People, which ſo long 
. tryed 
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tryed his Patience; Fer.6.29. The Bellows are burnt, 
the Lead is conſumed of the fire, the Founder melteth 
in vain, for the Wicked are not plucked away; and] 
wiſh that Sentence do not x next; verſe 30. 
Reprobate ſilver ſhall men call them, becauſe the Lord 
bath rejected them. EASE 


PRO V. 14. 9. 
Fools make a Mock at Sin. 


F we compare the Account which God has 
given us in his Word, of the Nature, and 
Effects of Sin, with the Account which is 
commonly made of it in the World; and 
turn our Eyes and Thoughts from what we Read 
there, to what we Daily ſee here: The ſtrange 
diſagreement we ſhall meet with may tempt. us 
to think that there muſt needs be fome miſtake 
or mitunderſtanding in the matter, that God 
means one thing by Sin, and the World another : 
For ſure it can never be the ſame which God fo 
greatly abhors, fo heavily condemns ; and yet 
Mankind: fo freely commits, and too often ſo 
highly commends. © e | 
The Holy Ghoſt has deſcrib'd it in the moſt 
frightful Characters, as an heidous, horrible 
Monſter: The World repreſents it with taking 
Features, as a Comely, and agreeable Miſtreſs: 
The Divine Pencil has drawn it as a Gloomy 
Night-piece with-dark Shades, Black and Diſmal 
as che Shadow of Death. The World ſets it off as 
a lively Frolick, with Bright Airy Colours : By 
the One tis brought on the Stage as a moſt Sad 
and Terrible Tragedy: By the Other *tis Acted 
as a Comical Intrigue, or Pleaſant Farce, as mat- 
ter of Mirth and Diverſion. ' 
Well may we ſtart that Queſtion of Nicoademus 


upon 
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upon a like ſurprize, Nom can theſe things be? 
How ſhall we reconcile theſe flat contradictions ? 
How ſhall we folve this dark Riddle ? And clear 
our ſelves of this intricate Maze? Indeed I ſee 
not how. This Riddle would poſe us, this La- 
byrinth loſe us for ever, if God himſelf had nor 
given us the Clue to bring us out, viz. That He 
hath nat Eyes of Fleſh, and ſeeth not as Man ſeeth; 
That his Thoughts are not as our T noughts, nor his 
Ways as the Ways of Man : But thoſe thinss which 
are highly eſteemed among Men are an Abomination 
in the ſig ht of God, Were it not truly thus, how 
could we poſſibly Account for the wide diſſent be- 
tween Man and his Maker. God has branded it 
with all the Marks of Ignominy, as the molt Scan- 
dalous, Diſgraceful thing in Nature; the fouleſt 
blot that can cleave to a Creature; the greatelt, 
and only juſt cauſe of Shame, v. 34. Sin is a Re- 
proach to any People: And the Prophet Jeremy ex- 
preſſes the greateſt Confuſion upon the review, 
Fer. 31.9. J was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, 
becauſe I did bear the Reproach of my Youth. Bur 
the Men of the World have waſt'd this Negro 
White, they have Voted it clear from any ſuch 
Charge: So far is the Reproach of it from being 4 
Burthen to them, that they can boldly Glory in 
their Shame, and inſtead of bluſhing at it, will 
put him out of Countenance, that ſhall dare to 
apbraid them with it. 

Again, God has given us to underſtand, that 
tis a pregnant Evil, big with all Plagues, 4 world 
of miſchief, full of deadly poyſon. How abominable 
then and filthy is man, that drinks up iniquity like 


water, that gorges it down without Fear or Mea- 
ſure, nay, quaffs it off with the molt voluptuous 
| | Guit 
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Guſt, as the beſt wine that goeth down pleaſantly, 
as if it were not only Safe and Harmleſs, bur 
highly Cordial and Delicious. As if that Deſcrip- 
tion did not belong to it, Deut. 32. 31. Their vine 
of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah : 
their grapes are grapes of Gall, their Cluſters are 
bitter : their wine is the poyſon of Dragons, and the 
cruel venom of Aſps. And is it poſſible, che moſt 
Thirſty Feaveriſh Soul ſhould venture on ſuch a 
deſperate Draught, if it had the leaſt intimation 
of tuch Baneful Ingredienrs? and yet we ſee ir 
goes down as ſmoothly, as if the Poyſonous Na- 
ture were chang'd, or ſome Sovereign Antidote 
lately found out, unknown to former Ages, un- 
known to God himſelf, whereby to Cure its 
Malignity, or prevent its deadly operation. 
Nay, though at the laſt, they find by Experience 
what our Author had foretold, Prov. 23. 32. It 
hiteth like a Serpent, and ſtingeth like an Adder 
Yer as if it had the ſame effect with the ſting of 
the Tarantula; it produces a kind of Sardonick 
laughter; the Impoiſoned Wretch is tickled with 
the Venom, Aſubes a mock of Sin to the laſt, ſpends 
bis days ia Mirth, and in 4 moment goes down to the 
Grave. 

ln Diſcourfing upon this Subject, I ſhall ſhew, 
Fir, What are the moſt common Inſtances where- 
in Men are wont to make a mock of Sin. 

Secondly, Endeavour to find out the true Cauſes 
(for Reaſon there can be none, and it were mad- 
ne(s to expect them) of this Prophane and Deſpe- 
race Wantonneſs. | 

Thirdly, Make it appear that this Wicked and 
Wanton Humour, fairly intitles them to the 
Character of Foes. | Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, Draw ſome Plain and Practical Uſes 
from the whole. 13 $A 

Firſt, Then we are to inquire what it is to make 
a mock at Sin, and upon what occaſions this is 
ordinarily done. Where we mult take the word 
Sin in the moſt reſtrained ſenſe, as ir ſignifies the 
tranſgreſſion of the Divine Law, for ſo the Apoſtle 
defines it; as it implies an offence immediately 
againſt God; P/alm 5 1. 4. Againſt thee, thee only 
have I ſinned, and what neceſſarily follows upon 
that, an injury to our Immortal Souls; for ht 
that ſiuneth againft me, ſays the Eternal Wiſdom, 


Prov. S. ult. wrong eth his-own Soul; that is in one 


word, Sin as Sin, ſever'd from its Foreign or re- 
moter Conſequences. | | | 

For it mult be confeſt, that when Cloath'd with 
other Circumſtances, and Attended with other 
Conſequences, tis uſually treated with more 
reſpect, and thought too ſolemn a thing to make 
a Jelt of. For initance,when it touches or threatens 
the Carcaſe, that hallowed Shrine, to which Car- 
nal Men pay all their Devotion ; when it impairs 
the Health, breaks the Eaſe, or obſtructs the 
pleaſure of the Body : when it chaſtens us with 
pain upon our Bed, and the multitude of our Bones 
with ſtrong pain. 

Or Secondly, When it brings us under the Laſh 
of Humane Laws, and ſtrikes at our Liberty, 
Life, or Eſtate, or when ir blaſts our Credit in 


- the World: In theſe Cales, few are fo merrily 


diſpoſed as to make a mock at Sin, unleſs here 
and there ſome hardened Reprobates, vr profli- 
gate Wretches, who are quite funk to the level 
of the Beaſts that periſh, Theſe are it ſeems, Vital 

and 
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and tender Parts, in which if it touches us, tis 
allowed to have a ſting, and that felt to the quick. 
But as it only expoſes to the Wrath of God, the 
Terrors of Conſcience, and the Torments of 
Hell, and the reſt of that Inviſible Train: Alaſs ! 
tis but brute Thunder that can neither cool their 
Courage, nor damp their Mirth: In this Scrip- 
ture Dreſs, tis look'd on as a meer Scare-Crow, 
not terrible enough to fright Children and Fools, 
for conſider'd only as fuch, even Fools can make 4 
mock at ſin, and that either 1ſt, in Others: Or, 
24ly, in Themſelves. 

1/7, In Others. This ariſes from Two ſeveral 
Springs, viz. Spite, or Wantonneſs. The 1ſt is, 
when we ſcornfully Upbraid and Inſult over the 
Sins or Infirmities of our Brethren : When we 
make their falls the triumph of our Wit, and ſo 


glory in their * This Vice has a peculiar 


Name in the Greek i , the very reverſe 
of Charity, which 1 Cor. 13. 6. rejoyceth not in ini- 
quity, but rejoyceth in the truth. 

But this does not fo progeny belong to our 
preſent Subject as the other, which is far more 
common, and proceeds from Wantonneſs : When 
we make our ſelves Merry with the Sins of others, 
not in ſpite to their Perſons, but in a Prophane 
contempt of che Sin and the Law of God, which 
forbids it : For Inſtance, when we laugh at Pro- 
fane jeſts, or are pleaſed with Lewd, and Miſ- 
chievous Frolicks ; or which is a practice now-a- 
days, become Genteel and Faſhionable ; draw 
others into Drunken Debauches, detain them by 
Force or Intreaty,and make them loſe their reaſon 
in the Debaych. How often is this boaſted of as 
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a kind of Victory, or Succeſsful Exploit ; and made 
the matter of no ſmall Triumph. So common it i 
and ſo peculiar to the humour of the Age, Fi 
Mould have thought it one of our freſh Inventions | 
or modern Diſcoveries, had not the Prophet 
Habakk#k made mention of it, and withal, denoun- 
ces an heavy Wo againſt it, 2. 15. Wo unto him that 
giveth his neighbour drink, that putteth thy bottle ts 
him, and makeſt him drunk, that thou mishteſt look * 
on their nakegneſ[s; i. e. that they may expoſe them- | 
ſelves, and entertain their Treachotous Friends 
with the unhappy ilips of their Supplanted Reaſon. 
Now, what an Inhumane, as well as Unchriſt ian 
Sport is this? more Cruel then the Philif ines Uſage 
of Sampſon; what a diſhoneſt Paſtime! how un- 
beſeeming a Man to be diſpleaſed with the Scandal 
of our common Nature! how near a Kin to one 
of the greateſt Crimes that ever was committed! 
viz, the Sin of Cham, which brought a Curſe on 
his whole Poſterity, but no wonder for Folly, Prov. 
15. 21. 1s joy to bam that is deſtitute of wiſdom. 
We read of the Sports of the Ancient Romans, 
and that not without a juſt Abhorrence, who en- 
0 tertained themſelves with the bloody Spectacle 
of Slaughter'd Men, and had often ſome Scores 
4 of. Cladiators Sacrificed at once to that Cruel Di- 
verſion. But how much more Barbarous a Delight 
33 it, to fee God diſhonoured, our Natures ditgra- 
ced, Immortal Souls ſtain'd, their Conlciences | 
wounded, not without danger of their Eternal 
Death? A Diverſion fit for none but Devils, an 
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Humour one would think no where to be found 5 
bur in Hell. But ſare they will pay dear fo! | 
{uch wanton Pleaſures; for this is (if any thing) - 

l 


TO 


fo! 
ing) 


Hattel, and make as light of it when we have 
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to make elves partakers of other Mens Sins 1 
the pee AF — with higheſt 


reaſon to of their Plagues. To theſe I may 
fairly apply that Paſſage of Solomon, An a Mad-mant 
that caſteth Firebrands, Arrows and Death, ſo is be 
2 decerveth his Neighbour, and ſaith, am I not in 

port. | 31 

But 2dly, The main Inſtance of this impious 
Folly, is to make a mock at Sin in themſelves; 
or as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, to ſport themſelves 
with their own Decervings. This wanton Humor 
diſcovers it ſelf either; I/, In the actual Com- 
miſlion of the Sin, when it is adventured upon 
in a careleſs ludicrous manner, with an Air of 


jollity and unconcern : As if it were a Matter 


of no moment or conſequence, and did not de- 
ſerve a ſerious thought or look. When inſtead 
of having an horror upon us, as (if our Conſci- 
ence were awake) it could ſcarce be avoided; we 
ruſh upon it with a wild fort of bravery, and 
turn to our on Courſe, as the Horſe ruſbeth into the 


done. Such, ſays Agur, Prov. 30. 20. Is the way 
of an adulterons woman, ſbe eateth, and wipeth ber 
mouth, and faith I have done no wickedneſs. The 
ſame was the aggravation of Eſau's Sin that 
branded him with the Character of Prophane, that 
he made no more of all the ſacred Priviledges of 
the Firſt Born, the Prieſthood, the Patriachs., and 
the Promiſes, than a Morſel of Bread. Gen. 25. 
&c. He did eat, and drink, and roſe up, and went. 
his way : Thus Eſau deſpiſed his Birthright. : 

Or 2dly, When they make a Mock at Sin in 
the After- relation, and take a Pride, and Plea- 
ſure in telling their Crimes, as tho' it were ſome 


very 
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very entertaining Adventme. This fome impu- 
dent Sinners can do with fuch a brisk air and 
guſt; as if it were the beſt part of the Enjoy- 
ment, and half of the Satisfaction would have 
been loſt without it. Did they confeſs them with 
Shame, and Sorrow as their greateſt miſery; 
*twould be ſome little expiation of their Guilt: 
But *tis: plain their deſign is to move Laughter 
rather than Pity ; it may be to fiſh for Applauſe. 
Nay, as if they would make a mock: at God too 
as well as Sin, mterweave ever and anon a flight, 
heedleſs, God forgive me, as a pretty varniſh to 
ſet off the-Diſcourfe. - To make a formal Narra- 
tive of their drunken Frolicks, and add ſome Ex- 
travagancies that were never acted to make the 
Story more diverting, is a piece of Wit ſo com- 
mon now adays, that he who has none of this 
kind to produce, is lookt upon as a meer Cy- 
pher or Ideot, who has known nothing at all of 
the World. But could any one believe ſuch pro- 
digious Impudence? Adultery too, chat abomina- 
ble-Offence againſt the Law of God, Nature, 
aud Nations, which even Heathens puniſh with 
Death, und never mention'd but with abhor- 
rence ; is often told by way of mirth and drol- 
lery; the Party wrong'd is ridicuFd into the 


Bargain, and the bold Actor boaſts of! the In- 


trigue; and tis odds but he's cry*d up by his 
Comrades, as an accompliſh't Gallant, or what 
the Stage repreſents and recommends, a fine Gen- 
tlemam. And I verily believe, did not the Law 


ſtrike ſome terrour, and lay ſome reſtraint upon 


them, Perjury and Parricide, Sacriledge and 
Treaſon, Murder and Robbery would be blanch't 
— 9 w 26 0 2 24 8 OVer 
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over too at the ſame rate, (for Sodomy is already) 
and manc't into petty venial Miſcarriages. 

But 2dly, The main occaſion of making a mock 
at Sin, is when they are ſharply po for it, 
and ſeriouſly warn'd of the dreadful Conſequen- 
ces. Then is the time to ſummon all their Wit, 
and Spleen together, and make the moſt ſtout 
and obſtinate Defence. But foraſmuch as their 
Cauſe will not bear a ſerious reply, and Reaſon 
can ſtand them there in no ſtead; their only way 
left, is to ridicule their Reprover, and turn his 
Diſcourſe into Burleſque; the laſt, but lame re- 
lief of a baffled Cauſe. And when Rage and Re- 
venge come to their afliſtance, they ſet the 
keeneſt edge on their Wits, and infpire them with 
the moſt bitter and virulent Scoffs. That what 
is wanting in force of Argument may be made 
up in Scorn and Deſpite; therefore Solomon well 
obſerves, Prov. 9. 7. He that reproveth a ſcorner 
getteth to himſelf ſhame, and he that rebuketh a wick- 
ed man getteth to r at a blot, i. e. He ſhall be 
ſure to be foully beſpatter'd, and if over-modeſt 
abaſht too for his pains. | 

Such was the uſage the Prophet Jeremy met: 
with from thoſe ſcornful Men which ruled that peo- 
ple int Feruſalem, as he tells us, Fer. 20. 8. For 
ſmce I ſpake the word of the Lord was made a re- 
proach into me, and a derifion daily. Nay, Wiſdom 
it felt met with no fairer treatment, and that too 
at the hand of the Scribes and Phariſees, thoſz 
ſtarch't folemn, Elders, who otherwiſe affected 
more gravity than became them. But when their 
fecret Luſts were toucht, they had no other Re- 
medy, but to lay aſide the Doctor, and play the 


Buffoon, Luk: 16. 14. Aud the Phariſees alſo who 
D 2 1 
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were couetous heard all theſe things and they derided 
him. Now in this Cafe only, even a Wiſe Man 
too may wake a meck, tho not at Sin, yet at ſcoru- 
ful Simers, (for God himſelf ſcorneth the ſcorners, 
and will langh at their calamity, and mock when their 
fear cometh). i. e. Return their taunts in their 
own dialect, and anſwer theſe fools according to 
their folly, leſt they be wiſe in their own conceit, 
left they fondly boaſt they have won the day, 
and worſted or ſilenc't all their Antagoniſts. For 
as Zophaz, Job 11. 3. Shall thy lies make men bold 
their peace * And when thou mockeſt ſhall no man make 
thee aſham'd * And we have the Example of Elijab, 
t Kings 18. 27. moſt clear, and full to our pur- 
poſe. However this Courſe is not adviſable when 
it may be avoided : But ſometimes there is no 
getting clear of ſuch foul montlYd Adverfaries 
without betraying the Truth. Our Saviour tho' 
he often endured [uch contradid ion of Sinners, and 
(when the Caſe required) anſwered them with a 


juſt keenneſs and indignation :; 2 us this 75 a 
eft 


2 

neral Rule. Caſt not your pearls before ſwine, 
they trample, &c. And our Author to the ſame ef- 
tect, Prov. 2. 29. Speak not iu the ears of a fool, 
for be will deſpiſe the wiſdom of thy words. It is no 
doubt for our eaſe, if not for our Honour, to en- 
gage as ſeldom with them as may be; for Prov. 
29. 9. If a wiſe man contendeth with a fooliſh man, 
whether he rage or laugh there is no reſt. 

But here to give the vileſt Scorners their due. 
It muſt be own'd, that in ſome cafes they can, and 
uſually do, refrain from making a mock at Sin and 
their friendly Reprover. For Inſtance, if their 
Phyſician tell them you muſt leave off this rio- 


tous courſe of Life, keep better Hours, and bet- 


ter 


; Dead * 
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ter Orders, or you'll ſhorten your days. Or if 
their Councel {ſhould tell them theſe unwarrant- 
able Practices are more than you can anſwer, 
they Il bring you ere long into a Fremmire, for- 
feit your Head, or make your Purſe ſoundly pay 
for it: or a prudent Friend to this effect; ſuch a 
lewd ſcandalous courſe of Lite will blaſt your 
Credit, blow up your Eftate, and bring yon to 
Shame and Beggery. Tho' they do not think fit 
to take their Advice, becanſe wickedneſs is as a ſweet 
morſel in their months; too ſweet to part with, 
and therefore ſpare, and forfake it not : Yet they 
are moſt an end, fo far from entertaining fuch 2 
Monitor with ſcorn and flonts as to take, or feem 
at leaſt to take it in good part, and it may be 
thank them for their kind Advice. But if a 
Miniſter or Chriſtian Friend Argue the Cafe 
from ſuch Topicks as theſe ; you endanger the 
Peace of your Conſcience, which is the beſt Friend 
and the worſt of Enemies, and lay your everlaſt- 
ing Hope at ſtake : For be ſure, God and your Sins 
will fnd you out, and tis a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God; or as Eli to his repro- 
bate Youths, 1 Sam. 3. 25. If one man ſin againit 
another, the judge ſhall judge him, but if a man ſm 
againſt the Lord, who ſhall entreat for him. The 
faireſt reply we can look for from them is; if this 
be all there's no great danger; we may ſpare our 
Preaching, God 1s merciful; and however they 
ſhall fare as well as the reſt of their Neighbours, 
ans are not to be frighted with ſuch affected 
ant. * ; | | 
I have done with the firſt Head ; What it is 
to make a mock-at Sin. I ſhall now proceed to aſ- 
ſign ſome Cauſes {for Reaſons we cannot expect 
D 3 unleſs 
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unleſs we could cum rationes in ſanire, rave by 
Rule, 5 mad by Reaſon) of this wanton 
wicked infolence. The general Cauſes which e- 
Ily concur to all other Sms; ſuch as the 
emptation of Satan, the Corruption of our Na- 
tures, the Enmity of our Hearts to God by wicked 
works, &c. I ſhall wave at preſent, as being too 
wide, and indefinite: And confine my Diſcourſe 
to ſuch as are more peculiar, and immediately 
productive of theſe unhappy Effects. | 
The 1 fo and ſureſt is an habitual Prophane- 
neſs; when the Heart is barden'd thro. the deceit- 
fulneſs of Sin, and the Conſtzence ſear'd as with an 
bot Tron, and like the hands of Galley-flaves by 
long tugging at the Oar, have contracted a Cal- 
lus or Cruſt, ſo that they can without feeling 
play with Hell-fire. Then Reproots, Exhortati- 
ons, nay, and Threatnings too can make no en- 
trance, but rebound as from a Wall of, Braſs in 


the Face of the Reprover. Many the like Effects 


of Cuſtom we ſee every day: A raw Soldier 
who when newly lifted, would have tremble 

at the report of a Gun, and it may be ſwoon d at 
the ſight of his own Blood, when fleth'd with 
Slaughter, and enur'd to Danger, can run upon a 
Cannons- mouth, tread on heaps of ſlain with as 
little concern as if they were heaps of Stones; 
and make no more of killing a Man than a Dog. 
Many a Legion of ſuch hardy Veterans has Satan 


in his Service; who tho while Novices and Freſh- 


men they venture with aking Hearts, and trem- 
bling Hands, on leſſer Sins, can now boldly ruſh 


on the biggeſt Impieties; can play on the Hole of 
the. Ajp. ang put their Hand into the Cockatrice Den; 


andiike the Leviathan; Job 4. I. Their heart is as 


* ** 


firm. 
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m as a ſtone, darts are counted as ſtubble, they laugh 
at the ſhaking of a ſpear, at all the threatnings of 
the Goſpel and terrors of the Lor. 
To this if there be added, 2dly, An Atheiſtical 
Spirit, (which is ſeldom found without the for- 
mer) then we have an accompliſht Champion fer 
the Devils Cauſe, arm d at all points, and proof 
againſt all the Powers of the World to come. When 
once the Fool can ſay in bis Heart there is no G 
no wonder if he can without ſcruple make a mock 
at Sin: For then there would be no ſuch thing 
in Nature as we have defin' d it, viz. A wrong to 
God and our own Souls. And could they once make 
out the Premiſes, we would not much ſtand with 
them fer the Conſequence, that they might 
make as bold with Sin as they pleaſe, were there 
= God to avenge it, nor Soul to be damn'd 
or it. | 
But they muſt firſt perſwade themſelves out 
of their Senſes as well as Reaſon, muſt put ont 
their Eyes, and all the glorious Lights. of Hea- 
ven, before they can ſtart a doubt of his Eter- 
nal Power and Godhead. For the beavens declare the 
glory of God, Pſal. 19. I. Cc. Or if they would be 
inform'd nearer Home, Fob 12. 7. Ae now the 
beaſts and they ſhall teach thee, and the fowls of, the air 
and they ſhall tell thee, and the fiſhes of the ſes ſpall 
declare unto thee. Who knoweth not in all theſe that 
the hand of the Lord hath wraught this - in whoſe 
| hand, &c. Nay, to come one ſtep lower, and 
ſend them to Tutors of their own Temper, or U- 
keſt themſelves. I tell you if theſe /hould hold their 
Peace, the very Stones would immediately cry out; and 
proclaim the Being of their Creator, God bleſſed a 
vermore. 5 | ot 209-9908 
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But this is indeed an Abſurdity of that mon- 
ſtrous Vice that few I hope can ſtretch (tho ma- 
ny would) their Reaſon, and Conſcience wide e- 
nough to {wallow it. | 

Therefore we muſt look, 3dly, For ſome mere 
common and likely Cauſe of that contempt of God 
and Sin, which we ſee fo common amongſt us: And 
here the Royal Prophet's experience will furniſh us 
exactly; Hf. 36. 1. The tramſgreſton of the wicked 
Praith within my heart, that there is no fear of God be- 
fore bis eyes: q. d. this is the very language of his 

Actions, that God 7s nat in all bis Thoughts. For 
tho” tis exceeding hard, and next to impoſlible to 
{mother the ſtrong Perſwaſion that every Soul of 
Man has of his Exiſtence, yet tis very eafie, and 
nothing more uſual than to ſuppreſs the actual 
Senſe of his Preſence; which may embolden us 
no leſs than the other to the moſt daring Acts of 
Defiance. Nothing ſhort of a lively apprehenſion 
of the Divine 4 will ftrike a futticient aw 
upon eur Souls for a Party that we conceive as 
abſent and out of ſight and hearing affects us no 
more, than if he were not at all. Whereas on the 
other hand, did we ſet the Lord always before us ; 
conſider of him as upon the ſpot, as a nice Obſer- 
ver, and rewarder of all our Behaviour; we 
could never arrive to that pitch of Impudence as 
to Sport our ſelves with the breach of his Laws, 
and make a mock of Sin which his Soul hateth, and 
fo in effect Affront him to his Face. For as Fob 
roms the ſame Argument. 13. 9. Is it good that 
be ſhould ſearch you out? or as one man mocketh ano- 
ther, durſt ye ſo mock God? ſhall not: his excellen 


o 
male you afraid, and bis dread fall upon you No 
doubt the ſtouteſt Sinner would find his Courage 


fail 
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fail him, and his wanton Inſolence chang'd into 
extream Dread and Confternation. The moſt im- 
pudent Malefactor will ſcarce play the Wanton 
before the Judge, how unſeemly ſoever his De- 
meanor may be behind his Back. In the mean 
while what a filly and more than childiſh Weak- 
neſs is it, to be concern'd at nothing but juſt 
what we ſee, to vin hard our ſelves,” and thence 
conclude with them, I.. 29. 15. Our Works are in 
the Dark, who ſeeth us, and who knoweth us? 

A ath Cauſe that Fools make a Mock at Sin, is 
much of the ſame Nature and Original with the 
foregoing ; viz. That they ace wholly led by their 
Senſes, and as they can (while ſo) | Frcs no live- 
] lente of God, b neither a true fight of Sin; 
both which (tho in - _ reſpets quite con- 
trary) yet agree in this, that they are ſpiritua 
AI, Now there 1s that * ů · * * wor 
thoſe hateful Qualities in the very Idea of Sin; 
tis ſuch an ugly miſhapen Monſter, that would 
we once behold it in its true Colours, would rather 
ſeize us with Horror and Amazement, than mini- 
ſter matter of Wanton Mirth; as Plato was wont 
to ſay, If Vertue could aſſume a Bodily Shape, and 
be viewed with the Eyes of Fleſh, all Mankind would 
neceſſarily fall in love with it. But now the Senſual 
Man can percerve no ſuch matter; but that to 
the beſt of his Skill in Phyſiagnomy, the lewdeſt Sin- 
ner (unleſs it be here and there a Carcaſs rotted 
with Luſt, or bloated with Drunkenneſs) makes 
as handſome a Figure as the ſtricteſt Saint. But 
to illuſtrate the Caſe by an eafie Compariſon, 
How many are there who can make themſelves ' 
merry with the Name of the Devil, and ſpeak of 
him in a pleaſant jocular way; (nay, I 2 

thing 
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thing fo monſtrous had ever been heard) drink an 
Health to him: Whereas ſhould he perſonall 
appear to them, there is no doubt twould qu: 
their Mirth, and make their Blood curdle in their 
Veins. So could Sin once be view'd in its own 
Shape, thoſe who now make a mock at it, would 
flee from it as from the Face of a Serpent, their 
evil Genius could not more affright them; and 
they would readily. confeſs, It 75 worſe than all the 
£Ewils that ever befell them from their Touth up. 

The 5th and laſt Cauſe that I thall mention. 
and indeed the moſt univerſal Cauſe, why Men 
make a Mock at Sin, is a ſtrong fettled Unbelief 
of a future Judgment, and the Eternal Torments 
denounc'd in Scripture as the Portion of Uubelie- 
vers; an Unbelief ſo common, that I may ſay of 
ours as the Satyriſt of his Days, eſſe aliquos manes 
vix puerĩ credumt; an Unbelief ſo deeply rooted, 
that no force of Reaſon, no light of Revelation, 
is able to overcome; and as our Saviour affirms 
in the Parable, Luke 16. Neither will they be per- 
jwaded tho one roſe from the Dead. That this is the 
canja ſine quid non (as the Schools term it) the 
Cauſe without which it could never be, is beyond 
diſpute; for who that allew'd 2 bare Poſſibilit y, 
much more à Certainty of ſuch a State, would 
rum the xiſque on't ? No, ſurely in vain is the Net 
{pread in the iht of any Bird. Tho' we allow'd 
them the odds of ten thoutand to one, the braveſt 
Sinner would not take his chance for it; much 
tets dally with Sin, and ſport himſelf with his own 
Damnation. No, as ſoon would they take a Lion 
by the Tooth, or a Bear by the Beard; as ſoon 
wound they aſfront a Tytant in the midſt of his 
„inards, A Captain of a Banditti at the Head of 
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his Ruffians, as trifle with, and mock at this King 
of Terrors, with Death, and Hell, and Eternity 
at its Heels. Tis not an exceſs of Courage but 
Infidelity, not a fearleſs but a faithleſs Spirit that 
makes em ſo fool-hardy. But what ground the 
have for ſuch a ſturdy Confidence I am not able 
to conceive: That God has fill d his Word, and 
very often the Conſciences of notorious Sinners 
with theſe awful threats of Eternal Judgment and 
Vengeance, is matter of fact; and no one ever 
pretended to deny it. And I cannot imagine a- 
ny reaſon why we ſhould not think him in good 
earneſt. That he is able to deſtroy both Body and 
Soul in Hell, is abundantly plain from that abſo- 
late Power he exerciſes over us even at preſent ; 
who, as he could make us exiſt without our leave 
or conſent, ſo he can por: us in Being, and Mi- 
ſery too, whether we will or no. And as for his 
Will, if it were not fully reſolved upon the Point, 
he need not, and wpuld not have declar'd it to 
the World; and fo made himſelf liable to the 
* of Fickleneſs and Irreſolution. 

Tho? if he were ſuppos d to relent, as not ha- 
ving the Heart (may ſome perhaps imagine) to 
execute ſo ſevere a Sentence; there is a better Ex- 
pedient to ſalve his Truth and Honour, without 
any prejudice to his Pity and Goodneſs, or his 


. and Holineſs either; and that is by ma- 


ting the change, not on his part, but on ours; 
by reclaiming us (as he can with eaſe) at preſent, 
and not by remitting the Sentence hereatter. 
Thus much Reaſon tells us, He would not have 
threaten'd unleſs he meant to fulfill; at leaſt he 
would prevent it in time, and not let things 
come (as we ſee they often do) to nn 
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He that ruleth over Men muſt be Ju; or elſe his 
Authority would ſoon fall into Contempt, and 
be trampled upon by every infolent Offender : 
Wherefore even Human *Laws, and the Powers 
that are on Earth, tho' liable (as all Things and 
Perſons here) to Slackneſs, Partiality. and Cor- 
ruption, for the moſt part ftrike fure, and even 
for a ſingle Offence the Wages of Sim and Death; 
and what may we then expe& from Juſtice it ſelf 
for thouſands of repeated Crimes and Contempts, 
but a Judgment worthy of God: For ſhall mortal 
Man, ſob 4. 17. be more juſt than God ſhall a man 
be more pure than his Maker ? Shall finfnl Duſt 
and Aſhes expreſs a greater zeal againft Sin than 
the Holy who is of purer Eyes than to behold 
Evil, and cannot look upon Imquity ? Indeed the 
only account I can give of this wretched Securi- 
ty, (and that a very lame one) 1s, that they 
have ſinn'd themſelves into a fond Preſumption 
of Impunity; they have been ſo long us d to 
make a mock of Sim, that as if all muſt needs be 
of their mind, they fancy that God will make as 

ſight of it too: at leaſt will never call em to a 

ſerious Reckoning for what they committed in je/# 
or at random; which is juſt for all the world, 

as if a Criminal ſhould hope to find Favour of 
the Judge, becauſe he has no manner of awe up- 

on him; no regard to his Perſon, nor reſpect to 

the Court; but carries it with an Air of Impu- 

dence and Unconcern; (a proper Motive (1s it 

not) to excite Compathon?) and yet this ſturdy 

Behaviour of the Unbelieving World is the only 

Objection that I know of which can ſhock our 

belief of the Eternal Judgement. 

Bur after all, if God ſhould prove as good as 


his 
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his word (and who knows but he may) if he will 
1d not be jeer d out of his Juſtice ; if he do continue 
faithful, and cannot deny himſelf, nor our Unbelief 
malte his Truth of none effe#, but ſtands reſolv'd to 
d render to every Man according to bis Works ;, then I 
may ſay with the „ Behold ye Deſpiſers, and 
wonder and periſh! n they have play d a hope- 
z. ful Game ont, and mock d to ſome purpoſe! 
14 | then the Scorner will be torc'd to confeſs, or ra- 
ther plead guilty to that Indictment, Eccl. 10. 13. 
at The beginning of bis words is Fooliſhneſs, and the 
end of bis talk is miſchievous Madneſs: Which 
t brings me to 
| The zd and laſt Head propos d, which is but 
14 our Text revers d or plac d in another poſture , 
as Fools make a mock at Sin, ſo they who make a 
mock at Sin are Fools. But here we muſt expect a 
ſtout Reſentment, and a rough Reply; ſuch an 
Affront will not be eaſily taken, nor ever for- 
given: If we ſay they are graceleſs or deſperately 
wicked, they will not endeavour to wathb off this 
Aſperſion; nor do they think it worth confuting : = 
they are willing enough to be thought as bad or | 
worſe than they are; for they declare their Sin as 
Sodom, and hide it not. But to be branded for 
Fools upon that account from whence they affect 3 
the Repintation of Vits, and ſet up for Men of | Þ 
Senſe, 1s che greateſt Baulk, the worſt Diſappoint- 1 
ment that could befall them. This is the only 
Topick upon which they can ſhew their Parts, 
— little ſuſpect that it moſt miſerably betrays 
the ſhallownels of their Underſtandings. 
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But that we do them no wrong, nor call them 
out of their Names, I appeal to all the thinking 
' part of Mankind. For what ſurer Mark can * 
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be of a Fool than an unſeaſonable and unſeeml 
Mirth; a frothy wanton Behaviour on the mo 
fad and folemn Occafion ? when the Heart of th: 
Wife is in the Houſe of Mourning, the Heart of Fools is 
in the Houſe of Mirth. What plainer fign of child- 
iſn Ignorance than to play with Edę d- tool:? It is 
ſport to a Fool, ſays Solomon, to do Miſchief; and 
what 1s of fo nuſchieyous Conſequence as Sin. 
both to themſelves and all about em? for ſcorn- 
ful Men, Prov. 29. 8. bring a City into a Snare; and 
one Sinner deſtroys much Good. Upon what occaſi- 
on are they ever like to be Serious who can make 


themſelves merry with their Sins? which (if 


rightly conſidered) are the only ſerious Actions 
they were ever guilty of in their Lives; the reſt 
are meer Impertinencies, and turn to no manner 
of account; theſe turn to ſome, to a very great, 
but ' tis a fad and dreadful Account. 

The Cratty Counſellor, the Old Serpent, who 
ſets them on to make a mock at Sin, knows bet- 


ter himſelf, however he thinks fit to have them 


affected: He is not fo trolickſome as to play with 
his Chains. thofe Chains of Darkneſs wherein be is 
reſory'd unto Fudgment ; but in ſober ſadneſs be- 
liedes and trembles. He could tell them if it were 
for his turn, ſuch tragical Stories of Sin as would 
dry up their merry vein, and turn it into the 
deepeſt Melancholy; as would make their Hair 


ſtand an end, and their very Hearts bleed within 


them. He could acquaint them what a diſmal 
change it made in himſelf and his Fellow-Apo- 
ſtates! bow it turn'd them in an inſtant from An- 
gels to Devils, from the brighteſt Stars in Heaven 
to the blackeſt Brands in Hell ; how it plung'd 
them at once from the heighth of Happineſs and 
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Glory, to the loweſt Abyſs of Shame and Miſe- 
ry. How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, 
Jon of the Morning? how but by Sin? This harrid 
Cloud eclips d his riſing Glories, and chang'd 
that beautiful promiſing Day into the blackeſt 
Shades of Eternal Night. 

But all this our Scorners will take time to Be- 
heve; and the time will come when they ſhall be- 
lieve it in ſpite of themſelves. In the mean while 
let us take a view of the Havock it has made, the 
Tragedies it has acted on the Stage of this lower 
World: Againſt which Unbehet it felt can raiſe 
no Cavil, find no Exception; and in:quity muſt flop 
its mouth. For we know, ſays the Apoſtle, which 
is more than Belief, Rom. 8. 22. That the whole 
Creation grameth and travaileth in pam together un- 
til now. All Creatures ſeem to ſympathize with 
our Sorrows.and do Pennance for the Sins of Man. 
And ſhall he alone make Alerry with Sin, tor whoſe 
fake the whole World about him is in deep 
Monrnms. | | 

"Tis this only troubler of our Peace that has rai- 
ſed a mutiny among the Elements, and broke the 
League eftabhtht among them at the Creation. 
All the Storms and Hurricanes, Earthquakes and 
fiery Eruptions that have ever inteſted this lower 
Globe were rais'd by this accurſed Incendiary. 
Tis Sin alone that chang'd our Paradiſe into a 
Wilderneſs, nay a Dungeon, almoſt a Purgatory ; 
*twas this that blaſted our beautiful Spring, and 
nipt our Happineſs in the Bud. Fer. 5. 25. Jour 
miguities have turned away theſe things, and our ſis 
have withbolden good things frem us : Curſed is the 
Earth on the account of Sin, and ftockt with Thorns 
mg Briars inſtead of the Fruits, and Flowers | fg 

ell. 


den. They are the unwholeſom vapors of Sin, 
that like a black damp from the bottomleſs Pit, 
have fo often tainted our purer Air; that inſtead 
of the Breath of Life, we draw the contagious blaſts 
of Death. Tis this accurſed Fury, this Boutefen 
that has ſo often embroiled ind, and ſet 
them together by the Ears: That has fill'd the 


World with Blood, and gp, with Violence 


and Spoil, and laid waſt ſo many beautiful Cities in- 
to ruinous heaps, and made the whole Earth a Gol- 
gotha, and Aceldema. a Field of Blood. From whence 
come Wars and Fightings among . you, come they not 
hence even of your Lite? To what a fad pals has 
Sin brought us, when the Ambition of one proud 
Tyrant thall coſt Millions of Lives, Beggar whole 
Countries, and fill the reſt with Terror and Con- 
fuſion. In a word, if this be not the common 


Peſt and Incendiary, the Miſtreſs of Miſrule, the 


Author of all our Miſchiefs, the Cauſe of all our 
Calamities; then where, and who is it? + 
Whence proceeded that. univerſal Deluge that 


waſht away all Mankind. as it were at one Spring- 


tide, but from the over-ffowings of Ungodlinefs ? 
ITwas Sin that pluck'd up the Flood-gates and let 


it in upon the Earth. What turned the Cities of 


Sodom and Gomorrha into aſhes, but wickedneſs 
that burneth like fire? 2 510 

But if theſe Inſtances ſeem too remote, of too 
long ſtanding, and therefore too uncertain to af - 
fect our unbelieving Hearts, we ſhall not need to 
took fo far back; there being numberleſs of 
a much freſher date, and many which our own 
experience can furniſh us with to the ſame fad 
purpoſe. All the Judgments both publick and 
private which we ever read or heard of, all the 
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ſarpriſing Accidents and fad Diſaſters, all the 
8 les of Horror, which ay Day in ſome 
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place or other produces in ſuch plenty, that we 
may eaſily come to the knowledge of them, and 
cannot ſometimes (tho we would) decline or o- 
verloo k them; ſerve as a Cloud of Witneſſes to at- 
teſt and proclaim the Point we are upon, vz. 
the pernicious Influences of Sin. We need not 
look out for Objects of this kind, they too often 
meet us at our Doors, and croſs us in our Stteets. 
Sickneſs and Poverty, Trouble and fore Travail, 
are the moſt familiar Spectacles in Nature; and 
we need not go to Priſons or Gallies, to Hoſpitals 
or Peſthouſes to find them; the whole Earth being 
one continued Scene of Miſery and Sorrow; or 
what deſerves the greateſt pity of all, ſorry ly- 
ing ſhort-liv'd Pleaſures, which will certainly 
and ſuddenly end in unthought of, and therefore 
more unſufferable Torments. 

With what acute Pains, and lingring Maladies 
are our very Bodies often afflicted ? There is not 
one Veſſel, or part of them, but may be, and of- 
ten 1s made the Seat of ſome Pain or Diſtemper 
ſufficient to blaſt the Pleaſure, and ſower the En- 
joyments of our whole Life: Of all which it may 
be truly ſaid, either as to the immediate or pri- 
_ uſe, Our Bones are full of the Sms of our 

out /. 

But how much more are our Souls expos'd ? how 

pen dotheylie to the ſecret but ſearching Strokes 
of a provok'd God? The Spirit of a Man will ſuſtain 
bis Infirmities, but a wounded Spirit who can bear ? 
How often. do the 4rrows of God ftick faſt in us, the 
Poiſon whereof drinketh np our Spirits * One while 


wee are Per ext with diſtracting Doubts, another 


| \ terrify” 


with tormenting Fears; anon over- 
E whelm'd 


whelm'd with mortal Sadneſs, and walk ſoftly i» 
the Bitterneſs of our Souls. And how often is Con- 
ſcience let looſe upon us to convince us of Guilt, 
and amuſe us with. a fearfal looking for of Judgment 
and fiery Indignation, ſo firmly are Sin and Sorro 
combim d, ſo fully is that Sentence verify d on 
fallen Man, Fob 14. 22. But bis Fleſb upon him ſhall 
haue pain, and his Soul within bim ſhall mourn, 

And where can we lay the blame? whom can 
we charge as the procurer of our Sufferings, the 
ſource of all our Sorrows ? "Tis not that Nature 
(as fome fondly dream) 1s a Stepdame to Man; 


and uſes him worſe than the reſt of her 1 * 


nor does God deſpiſe the Work of his Hands, and 
light to afiae# the Children of Men, much leſs doth 
Aftidion come forth of the Ground, or Trouble ſjring 
out of the Duſt; tbo Man be born to trouble as the 
Sparks fly upwards; but if we will aſſign the true 
Cauſe, an] lay the fault in its proper place; 
Jer. 4. 18. Thy ways and thy 1 
thoſe things, this is thy ory becauſe it is bit- 
ter, becauſe it reacheth unto the Heart.; and conſe- 
quently thus ſhould be the burthen of our Com- 
plaint (if we complain at all) Lam, 5, 16. Wo 
wto us that we | have formed; for: this owr Heart is 
faint, for theſe things our Eyes are dim.; 
But yet there is one Evil ftill behind, and of 
all the moſt infallibly certain. For ths wages. of 
fer ig death, and the ſſiug of death is fm. This is 
of all Enemies the moſt frightful to Nature, but 
to a Sinner (while jet in his Sins) unconceivably 
terrible. This is the Firſt- born of Sin, and its 
moſt. genuine undoubted Off- ſpring. For Sin en- 
tered into the world, aud death 1 n, and ſo death 
paſt npan all foraſinuch as all haue med. It could 


never have got entrance, much leſs footing * 


cured 
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fi Sin had not open'd the breach and ſo 


at its firſt Begotten into the World, ner 
it have faſten d upon us, till thus diſarm d. 


bound Hand and Foot, and laid at its Mercy. But 


now it reigns without Controul, finds us an eaſie 
unreſiſting Prey, and ſweeps ns-away by Shoals. 
"Jeb 23. 19. 45 draught and heat conſume the ſnow- 
waters, ſa doth the grave thoſe which have famed , the 
rave we are ſure will devour our Bodies, and tis 
well if our Souls eſcape the more cruel Jaws ot 
the Battomleſi- pit; the 1nfinitely more bitter Pains 
of the ſecond Death. 

And now 1s Sin with all this frightful train a 
contemptible Foe ? Is this a lauglung Matter? A 
thing to be mockt at? Are ſuch edged Tools fit 
to be play d with? And is he not worſe than ad, 
who cafteth theſe Firebrands, Arrows, and Death, and 
ſaith, am I not in Sport ? It may well ſtir our Sor- 
rows, raiſe our Anger to the heighth of Indigna- 
tion, awaken our Fears, or provoke us to Fealouſy : 
But who could ever imagine it ſhould tickle our 
Spleen, and fill our Mouth with Laughter © May we 
not truly ſay of this Laughter it is Mad, and of this 
Mirth what doth it? 

One would think we have ſeen enough already 
to change our Note, and affect us as the Caſe and 
the Apoſtle requires, Fa. 4. 9. Be afficted aud 
mourn and weep: let your laughter be turned into 
mourning. and your joy to beavineſs. But we have not 
ſeen the worſt of it yet. Thoſe I have hitherto 
recounted, are but the firſt Acts of this Tragedy ; 
but the beginning of Sorrows, the laſt and ſaddeſt 
is ſtill behind; wherein its accurſed Power and 
Malignity are ſeen in utmoſt perfection; that Sin 
might appear exceeding ſimful. I mean not only in 
the Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the 5 

1 Wage 
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Fudgment of God (for who knoweth the Power of bis 
Wrath ?) But in the Death and Paſſion of Chriſt ; 
the blackeſt Tragedy that ever was ated, and (all 
things conſider d) even Hell it ſelf, the Capital 
Seat of Sin, where it fits in Triumph, dif- 
plays its frightful Conqueſts; cannot preſent us 
with a more aſtoniſhing Inſtance of its fatal and 
deſtructive Fury. For what is the Ruine of ſome 
created Beings, were they an hundred times more 
than they are, were it the whole Creation toge- 
ther compar'd with the Sufferings of the Eternal 
Son of God? One drop of whoſe precious Blood is 
of greater value than the whole Maſs of Nature. 
Let us but hear him crying to us from the Crofs 
in thoſe pathetick Words, Lam. 1. 12. Is it nothing 
to you all 8 that paſs by, behold, and ſee if there be a- 
uv ſorrow 2 unto my ſorrow---- Wh.rewith the Lord 
hath afflicted me im the day of bis fierce anger? From a- 
bove hath he ſent fire into my bones, and it prevaileth 
againſt them. Let us ſteadily view it in his Agomes 
and Tor ments, in his bloody Sweat, and dying Pangs, 
let us attentively hear it in his firong Cries and laft 
Groans, there let us . behold its Countenance, there 
let us hear its Voice, and then tell.me if its Voice 
be ſweet, and its Countenance comely, or rather the 
one the moſt ghaſtly Sight, the other the moſt 
diſmal Sound that ever wounded the Eyes, or 
pierc't the Ears of the Sons of Men. 
And if Sin could make ſuch cruel Havock on 
his not only Hinocent but Divine Perſon, where it 
had nothing of its own to faſten upon, where no- 
thing could ſtick but by Imputation from us: (for 
the Prince of this World cometh, ſays our Saviour 
before his Pathon, and hath nothing in me.) How 
will it rage in its own Element? How fiercely 
vill it prey on ſuch ſuitable Fuel, as finful Di 


and 
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the World makes of it, we might 


{ef For what need all this ado about it? Sure God muſt 
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Charge either God or Man with 
the weakeſt Folly. If Sin be indeed fo light a Matter as 
of Judas , To what purpoſe is all req Try | 
,To e 15 all this waſt ? And conclude, 
that St. Peter gave him the beſt Advice, Maſter ſpare thy 


very free of his Son's Sufferings, and he no leſs of his 
Blood, and Life, and Glory; to expiate that at ſo dear 
2 Rate, which might have been wip't away with a wet 
Finger. There would then have been 8 
for that Query of the Prophet Iſaiab, 63. 2. efore 
art thow red in thine apparel? and thy Garment like 
him that treadeth in the Wine-fat ? What need all this 
Blood and Sweat, this Toil and Travel, to take away 


Sin, fince Man can fo eaſily Laugh it away, and Jeſt it 


into nothing. Sure he mult be ſtrangely overſeen to be at 


all this. E for a thing of nought, and make ſuch a 
mels of what the World reckons a meer trifle : 
If it were not a great and certain Truth, Heb. 9. 22. That 
without ſhedaing of blood there is no remiſſion. 

Having gone thro the ſeveral Heads propos d; and 
ſhewn both the horrid Impiety, and wretched Folly of 
making a mock of Sin; it remains in the laſt place ro 
make ſome Application of what has been ſaid, as a cloſe. 
to the foregoing Diſcourſe. 

And my firſt Uſe ſhall be by way of Reflection upon 
what our daily Experience too tully acquaints us with 
ot this kind. And indeed, did not that ſadly aſſure us 
that theſe things are ſo, we might juſtly Queſtion whe- 
ther there were any ſuch deſperate Prophaneneis to be 
found in the World. For if we abſtractly conſider the 
Nature of this Sin, as it is in it ſelf, its Cauſes, and its 
Conſequences : What a dreadtul Guilr it involves us in ; 
how highly it incenſes the Divine Majeſty; what (lender 
Satisfaction it can yield; and how little Temptation we 
can have to commit it: And how utterly inconſiſtent 


upon 
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upon all theſe Accounts, it muſt be as well with Rea- 

fon, as Grace: We might almoſt conclude that no rea- 

ſonable Creature aan be Guilty of it; that it could never 

enter into the Heart of Man, to comrive fo. ture a Me- 

thod for bringing down on his own Head ſwift 
were} to che 

be over-born 


make his Caſe deſperat ng Rebellion to bis Sin, 


and clapping ag T hat it might well 
luffice him m_ pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon, with- 
out bidding d to his Maker, and playing the 


Wanton with his Crimes; and fo rendring that an Act 
of higheſt Malice and Preſumption, which might o- 
therwile perhaps be imputed to a guſt of Paſſion, or a 
ſlip of Infirmity: That any one ſhould be io prodigal of 
_ Soul, © — of —— as _ _— 
this meer [nperfiuzty of Naughtineſs, w mi 

ſpar d without the leaſt abatement even of his fintul Plea- 
ſure; and ſerves to no imaginable purpoſe but to inflame 
the reckoning, and leave him without excuſe, is ſuch a 
wild, extravagant, unaccountable Humor, as may even 

ger our Faith to believe. 

But there's no diſputing againſt Matter of Fact; 46 
eſſe ad poſſe, is an undeniable conclufion ; and Reaſon 
how plauſible ſoever muſt be filenc't when Experience 
plainly confronts it: For I may truly ſay with 706 17. 2. 
Are there nat mockers with me, and doth not mine eye con- 
$140 in tieir provocation? Do we not fee, and hear e- 
very day the licentious Sallies of this impious Phrenzy; 
which proves St. Fade no leis a Prophet than an Apoſtle, 
L. 18. Toa? there ſhould be mockers in the laſt time who 
thould walk after their own ungodly inſts. From the 


Lal ot which Vermin wherew:th We Are inteſted, tis 
plain, 


4 
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plain, that we arc fallen into the dreꝑs of time, the Sink 
of Ages, ben whom the ends of the World are come, For 
how many are there amongſt us, who to uſe that Ex- 
preſſion in 105, Drink ap ſcorning lite water * Who 
peel ing at every occahon to ew their Wit, and 

vingly make ſport of any mention of Sn? Who. never 
went to encounter it by a ſeridus Reproof, but 
found Champions enow to engage him, and elude his 
— or Reproots, by a profane and wanton 


„* worſt, it they were content to act 
only upon the defenfive, we might hope there were 
ſome ſmall remainder of Modeſty. Bur that's not e- 
nough to e their Zeal, and forwardneſs in their 
Maſter's Cauſe; unleſs they become the Aggreſſors, make 
the Challenge, and even force their vile Opinions upon 
all Companies; and to our ſhame be it (ſpoken, there 
are found but few who dare make Head againſt them, 
while hey bend their Tongue as their Bow fer Lies, few 
are valiant for the Truth upon Earth; few but who ei- 
ther by a ſhameful filence berray the Cauſe of God, and 
ſo purely join with his Enemies; or elſe oppoſe fo taint- 
ly, as if they had a mind to be overcome, and fo em- 
bolden them to farther Ungodlineſs whereby wicked Men 
and Seducers wax worſe and worſe, deceiving, and being 
deceived. Which brings me to 

The 24 part of the Charge, which I fear will reach 
moſt of us, »iz. That if we are not Principals in this 
high Crime by an actual Prophaneneſs, yet we are Ac- 
ceſſories to it by failing in our known Duty, and giving 
the Adverſary occaſion to Inſult and Blaſpheme, Were 
there not a general failure in this Reſpect, tis impoſſible 
this peſtilene Humour ſhould ger to ſuch an bead, and 
have ſo wide a ſpread amongſt us. For having (as I have 
ſhewn) no ſhadow of Reaſon, no ſpark of Common 
Senſe, oo PRs of Wir, and nothing but Noe 
and N Laughter and Impudence co ſupport it; 
it would ſoon be baffled, did it meet with any vigorous 


| For could-any one do we think play the Frantick fo 
wildly, affect ſuch a ridiculous Singulartry as to make 
we N Pol c 
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ſport with that, at which all about him expreſs the atmoſt WM 
Horror, and Indignation? Durſt the boldeſt Reprobate criſſe 
with that wherear all his Neignabours tremble? Play wich 
t Cockatrice, from which he ſees all beſides him flee as 
a fiery flying Serpent. Is it poſſible, that Men Who are 
made of one Bloed; and caſt in the ſame Mould, and pqſſeſt 
with the ſame. Principles, ſhould fo widely differ in their 
Senrimenrs, and Demeanor, or if * did, they'd have more 
Wir and Manners than to ſhew it, did we exprefs that juſt 
Indignation which rhe Caſe requires. "Tis certain we are 
more influenc't by Example than fo, pay more deference to 
other Mens Senſe, and are rather roo apt to think, and act 
as thoſe about us. For Inſtance, did we ever know any Man 
in his Senſes go laughing or dancing to a Funeral, and in- 
terrupt the mournſul Solemnity with merry Frolicks ? Whom | 
did we ever ſee that was not Mad, or Drunk, play apiſh 
Tricks at a publick and terrible Execution, and tadeavodr 
to raiſe-in the Spectators an Unnatural. Mirth upon fo lad” 
an Occaſion, wiiile all the reſt Sigh and ſhake their Heads; 
and tho* E/iphay tells Job, 5. 22. At deftruetion and famine - 
thou ſhalt laugh, (char is be not difmay'd) I betteve ſcarce 
r. one has been known to make himfelt Merry with ſuch 
publick Calamities. | | \ 
From whence it is plain, that if others expreſt that ab- 
horrence of Sin, and zeal to Diſcountenange and Suppteſs. ir, / 
that becomes us; the very lighteſt Wantons, if it were but 
tor Shame of the World, would quickly. tefrain at leaſt 
from making # mock at it, Iniquity wee be forc't to ftp 
its Mouth, and draw in its Head, it not with ſhaine. to go off 
the Stage. We ſhould not ſec Mankind quite contrarily af- 
tectetl at the ſame thing; like Democritus, and Heraclitus, 
the one half Mourning, and the other Laughing at the 
 wickedne of the Age. So that our ſottiſſi unconeern is 
the main cauſe of their outragious Madnefs; white; ve ex- 
preſs no feroius Affection chey ate emholdened to ſhew the 
utmeſt Contempt. Whereas did we demean pur ſelves as , 
the Cafe requires, their ſenſeleſs Mixth would be, ſoon 
Juaſhe, or put out of Copntenance: , When. Sinners entice , 
us, did ve Anſwer as Foſeph to his Miſtreſs, How can 1 do. 
this great Wiekedneſs and Si againſt God? it would ſogn 2- 


— 


waken their Conſcience; ald muth mote if we threten d 


em with the Sword of the Mägiſtrate (and if chis will not 
do, make our actual Appeal to him) in thoſe Words of the / 
Apoſtle, with which I ſhall conclude, Ro. 13. 4. But if thou 
do Fiat which is Evil be afraid; for he beareth not the Sword 


in vu: For be is the Minifter of God, a Revenger to execute. 
 #rath upen him that doeth Evil. 


FINIS. 


 c UU—— —— 


- * 


— m « | was - 1 4 on ey &@- A) (* «+4 ay ; 
—— , 5 l a . b | * | 
este emacs 8 


TY — —_— — 


* Mu :, od 0 * 2 , - * L : *%® - 
oo Se od Gd e 


